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The Power, Passion, and Priority of Jesus – Mark 1:29-45

Series: Look and Live #6

Remember what Mark was doing when wrote his book. He wasn’t telling a bedtime story. He wasn’t out to write the latest best-seller or an enduring classic. (In fact, he ended up doing all three of those things.)Mainly he was telling us the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus. This book isn’t about a set of truths (like a Math textbook), and it’s not a how-to instruction manual; it’s mainly an introduction to a person. It’s John Mark coming into our church and saying, “HHBC, I’d like to introduce you to Jesus.”


So read Mark and let’s see Jesus now. We want to see: who is our Lord? What is he like? We want to be introduced to Christ. And to introduce us to Jesus, Mark is going to tell us of his power, his passion, and his priority. So let’s read. Please stand for the hearing and reading of the inerrant Word of God. Prepare your ears and your hearts. Read Mark 1:29-45. 
So Mark makes three introductions in this passage. That’s how we’ll approach the text this morning.

1) Right off the bat, Mark’s first introduction is to the power of Jesus. Hickory Hill, meet the powerful Jesus Christ!

a) In a day when extended families lived together, Simon Peter invited Jesus and his followers over to his house after synagogue. Unfortunately, Simon’s mother-in-law wasn’t able to be a good hostess. She couldn’t wash their stinky feet or get dinner going; she couldn’t even offer them proper drinks because she was sick in bed with a horrible fever.

i) Now that doesn’t seem like much to us, we get fevers all the time.

ii) But for them, fever and death went hand-in-hand. Being laid up with a fever meant you might possibly be nearing your death.    Some people recovered, some didn’t.

b) And Mark tells us that when Jesus heard, he went to wherever she was laying, he reached out his hand and helped her to get up out of bed.     That’s it. He just touched her and helped her to her feet, and just like that, her fever was gone.

c) Now just for clarity’s sake: there was a good, logical, earthly reason for why this wonderful hostess had a fever that day. This wasn’t a spiritual problem. This was a real, scientific, medical problem.

i) Our bodies get a fever when we are trying to fight off a bacterial or viral infection. Our immune system causes the creation of white blood cells to fight off the infection, and as they increase in number, they speed up and the part of the brain that regulates temperature is affected. Peter’s mom-in-law had an infection. Her body was responding according to the laws of nature that govern the Universe.

ii) What she needed were the correct anti-bodies and white blood cells to systematically destroy this infection. Then she would be all better.

d) Yet, with just a thought from the mind of the Nazarene (he didn’t even say a word) the infection was gone; the white blood cells slowed down, and the body temperature immediately adjusted. 

e) From a scientist’s perspective, our universe operates within a cause and effect system.

i) Things happen only because something caused them to happen.

ii) A car moves because the engine’s chambers combust and cause the car to move.
iii) And that’s how the whole universe operates. From the beginning, things have caused other things to happen as an effect.

f) And on this one afternoon, when the man Jesus walked into Simon’s home, the fundamental laws of the Universe were turned on their heads when mother’s fever went away without a cause. There was no explainable cause. Jesus didn’t put her on some medicine. He didn’t coerce her white blood cells. He didn’t reach inside her and gather up all her infection. He just willed that there be no fever and there wasn’t.
g) That is raw universal power. He overruled the entire system of the universe without saying a word so that this Israelite elderly woman could do the honorable thing and take care of her guests.

h) Mark is introducing us to Jesus as like the Hulk Hogan of the Universe! Verses 29-31 introduce us to a Jesus, more powerful than the Universe.

i) And then Mark goes on in verses 32-34 to tell us that the whole country-side experienced the same raw of power of Jesus as they too were healed of their sicknesses and disease. Mark is saying: “This is a man who has absolute power over every molecule and atom in the universe!” That’s the Jesus we are meeting today.

j) So we can acknowledge from this passage Jesus has the ability to do whatever he pleases in and with the Universe.
k) Praise God! What a source of contentment we have here in this passage.

i) Every day we struggle with accepting different situations in our lives.  We face temptations every single day to grumble and complain about our lives.

ii) But did you know that the Bible commands us not to grumble and complain? James 5:9, talking about patience, says, “Do not grumble against one another.” 1 Corinthians 10:9-10 “We must not grumble!”

iii) And the reason it is wrong for Christians to complain is because of this truth right here about Jesus Christ. Jesus is all powerful to accomplish his will. And his will is to see God glorified and to see us built up in God’s Kingdom.

iv) So if Jesus is okay with this thing in our life or that coworker or this bad timing, then it means it must not conflict with God being glorified and us being built up in God’s Kingdom. If Jesus is okay with this inconvenience, then somehow it is going to bring glory to God and establish me in his Kingdom. 

v) So where is our complaining?

l) As frustrating as people and timing and sickness can be, nothing in our lives messes up Jesus’ agenda! God is going to use hectic schedules and slow drivers and disappointing people, he’s going to use everything in my life to bring glory to God and to make me more holy and Christ-like. When I grumble, the Bible’s view is that I am grumbling against Christ!

m) So let us not grumble or complain. Let us instead trust our circumstances to an all-powerful Christ, so powerful that he is using the things we consider inconveniences to bring glory to God and to make us more like Him.

2) Mark’s second introduction is to the passion of Jesus. Meet the passionate Jesus.

a) Starting back in verse 21, when Jesus first entered that synagogue on the Sabbath, all the way through verse 38, we’re dealing with one big consecutive story, like a 24 hour day.

i) Let’s say the synagogue teaching and demon casting out happened Saturday morning. After preaching a sermon and casting out a demon, Jesus travels to Simon Peter’s house. Once there, he heals his mother-in-law. Then, as soon as night fall comes, (because the Sabbath day is official over then), the whole town gathered at Simon’s door, bringing the sick and possessed and afflicted to Jesus. He gave them individual attention, helping them, healing them. 

ii) Jesus must have stayed up really late that night, taking care of all those people. What an exhausting day!
iii) The next time we see Jesus, before the light of the sun even came up the next morning, Jesus is going out in the morning darkness to pray. He went away from the home and out of town to a quiet, isolated place. 
Did he even go to sleep? I’m not sure, the text doesn’t say. Maybe not.
iv) Now before anybody thinks it, let me acknowledge, Yes, Jesus was God! Truly God. And when you read stories like this, that’s especially when we start thinking, “Well yeah Ryan, but, he was God!” True enough.

v) But here we are not seeing Jesus as God as much as we are Jesus as our perfect representative man. I want to say that carefully because it wasn’t like Jesus was God sometimes, man other times, and then switch back and forth. No. He was fully God and fully man and that was his entire existence from the time of the incarnation onward.

vi) But, what you are seeing here in this passage is not a distinctive ability that Jesus had because he was God; his godhood didn’t give him a super-ability to go without sleep. If we interpret this passage that way we are really shortchanging it. No, the Jesus we meet in this passage is a real man, a real tired man, a worn-out, exhausted, almost sleepless man, who had poured his heart out in ministry over the past 24 hours in a way that is more exhaustible than we can begin to describe. And yet his passion for his Father’s Kingdom burned so brightly that he turned down the opportunity to rest his eyes and to relax his body, he turned down the opportunity to take a few minutes “off” and sleep in for an hour or so, and he hiked into the wilderness for an intense time of prayer to God.

vii) I know some might have questions as to why Jesus prayed at all. But that really goes back to what we just said about Jesus being man and God.

(1) For some time in my Christian life, I thought it was easy for Jesus to be perfect, to be righteous, to preach about the Kingdom and to love God with all his heart, mind, and strength, to glorify God with every word that came from his mouth, to build up everyone he spoke to in grace. I guess I thought his perfect life and ministry was easy because, well, he was God.
(2) But that really misunderstands what Jesus was doing. It wasn’t that God needed to live a righteous life under God’s Law; it was that man needed to do that. So God the Son became man to do just that.

(3) And it was anything but easy. He faced temptations, like we do. He faced bodily pain and hunger and, right here, sleeplessness (which is enough to drive any man insane). So Jesus needed to depend upon the empowering of the Holy Spirit just as we do today in order to be godly. He needed to be empowered by the Spirit to be faithful to God’s cause and to carry out God’s will and to advance and establish God’s Kingdom. His power to work miracles, to cast out demons, to love all of his neighbors, to love even his enemies, to love God, to be faithful to God even when he was tired and hungry and tempted, that all came from the Holy Spirit filling Him as a result of prayer. That’s why he prayed.

viii) So Jesus, acknowledging his need for the Holy Spirit, went out into the wilderness to pray. He went out into the wilderness to ask God to enable him to do God’s will, to strengthen him to stay completely faithful. 


That is our Christ.
Application (two things):

b) God’s plan for us, God’s purpose for us, God’s goal for us is to make us be like Jesus Christ. (Romans 8:29, Philippians 3:21, 1 Cor 15:29, Col. 3:10). So this applies to us because, as we see the passion of Jesus to please his Father, God is showing us his will for our lives. This is how our Father wants us to be and feel ourselves!

i) Now, the wrong way to apply this would be to say, “We are to become like Christ. Christ rose early in the morning, while it was still dark to pray .Therefore we should rise early in the morning to pray.”

(1) That’s not the point of the text that we are supposed to identify with.

(2) No, the precedent Jesus is setting here is not the time of his praying, but rather it’s the sacrifice and passion that drove him to pray.
(3) Jesus was willing to be uncomfortably, even exhaustingly tired the rest of that day. He was willing to fight off sleep, to ignore his bodily needs, he was willing, actually, not just willing but desirous of sacrificing those things in order to spend time praying to God for the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.

ii) That passion that drove Jesus to pray, that’s God’s intent for us. Christ had this ruling, burning passion in his heart to be the man the Father wanted him to be, to live the life the Father called him to live. Jesus had a passion for pleasing God. And I reread and edited my notes here several times, and each time I reread that, it made my heart glow. Each time I thought, we don’t really need to apply this anymore. If you love Christ, it is so heart-warming, heart-engorging to see the Christ I love counting his body as cheap compared to striving for godliness and pleading with the Father to fill him with the Spirit and give him strength to do the Father’s will. And I am compelled by the glorious image of Christ on his knees, body tired, eyes-lids heavy, longing in God’s presence to be faithful to him. I am compelled by that image to do and to be the same!

iii) Second Timothy 2:4: Paul reminds his friend Timothy, “No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him…Think over [this Timothy].”

(1) Paul was saying, “Timothy, a good soldier has one single desire: to please his Officer.”

(2) “Timothy, be a good soldier of Christ! Have a single passion and one burning desire in your life: please Christ! That’s it!”
iv) Is it just me or does our Christianity seem a bit passion-less?

(1) When was the last time our sin so disturbed us that we wept because we knew our sin was an affront to God and a mockery of his grace?

(2) When was the last time we fasted, when we said that food was less important than praying to God to fill us with his obedience-enabling Spirit?

(3) When was the last time we cried out with joy, I mean cried out with joy, Grace, grace, grace greater than all my sin? Even that one sin God? Can it be? “’Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies: Who can explore His strange design? In vain the firstborn seraph tries  To sound the depths of love divine. ’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,  Let angel minds inquire no more.  ’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; Let angel minds inquire no more.” (From Wesley’s hymn, “And Can It Be?”)

(4) When was the last time we did without for the joy of giving more to the church, or for the joy of helping out a family in need?

v) God’s will for me is that I so reflect the passion of Christ that fasting for God’s Kingdom to come wouldn’t seem like an outlandish idea. Or giving away half my salary wouldn’t sound foolish. Or choosing to take a lesser job so I could be part of a better church would sound like wisdom, not a waste.

vi) Praise God for Mark. In introducing us to Jesus, Mark forbids us to think about Christianity (which means in the very word itself following after or becoming like Christ), he forbids us to think of “Christ”ianity as dull, routine, getting up and going to church on Sunday and then life as usual. Giving my check and reading my SS lesson. No, a passion-less Christianity is a Christ-less Christianity. 

c) Second application. As Mark is introducing us to Jesus, to the passion of Jesus here in Mark, we are coming face to face with how God thinks about me! We are on holy ground here folks. Amazingly, in the Gospel, when I read this story I am reading about my righteousness. In a crazy way, it is as if I got up that day and went out and prayed. Because when God saved me, he counted my sin as Jesus’ on the cross, and he counted Jesus’ righteousness in his life as mine. This righteousness that Jesus is living right here, my Father considered that mine. Can you believe that the Good News could be such good news?
3) Point three. Mark’s third introduction is to the priority of Jesus. His priorities. And we’ll mention three.

a) While Jesus was still out praying (which suggests he prayed for quite some time) the disciples finally woke up. Simon is the first to start some kind of search party to figure out where Jesus got off to. He’s not where Peter thought he would be.

b) When the search party finds Jesus, Peter is like, “Come on man, people are looking all over for you!”

c) You know, there was a lot going on in that town right then. Jesus has become quite popular because of his amazing power. The disciples would love for Jesus to just to hang out there and grow in popularity.
d) But his response is surprising: “Well then, let’s get out of here and leave. Let’s go to the next set of towns that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.” Jesus is saying that his reason for being there was to go on preaching the truth of his Kingdom.

e) His purpose in Galilee was not to heal. He was healing so that they would see the truth of what he was preaching.

f) Now that really shows us Jesus’ first priority: preaching the Kingdom.
i) Jesus was more concerned about the eternal Kingdom of God and sinners becoming part of that Kingdom than he was about their earthly bodies.

ii) Obviously, he was concerned about physical wellbeing. He healed a lot of people from physical maladies and disorders.

iii) But the reason he did take care of physical needs was always to open a door to meeting spiritual needs.

g) There’s the model for our church in a nutshell. God created us humans as body-soul creatures; so on the one hand, we cannot minister to the soul and completely ignore the needs of the body. If we want to serve people’s souls, we have to at least make sure that their bodies are languishing and dying or else our spiritual ministry will be useless.

h) But as Christians the Bible has taught us that the life we now live is just temporary and fading. Our current body is a shadow of our eternal bodies we’ll receive in the resurrection. And we know that suffering, as bad as it can be, is just a foretaste of the eternal wrath of God in Hell.
i) So, that’s why, if you log onto our new website (www.hickoryhillbaptistchurch.org), on our banner you’ll read Hickory Hill Baptist: Be disciples -> Make Disciples -> For the glory of God. That’s what we learned in Mark 1:14-15. That’s the church’s mission.

ii) When we serve people’s physical needs and try to alleviate suffering, it’s our attempt at being disciples (that is, being like Christ), and it’s our attempt at making disciples. Our meeting their needs is part of our overall ministry to their souls and to their spiritual need for Jesus Christ. It’s a door for preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom.

iii) Our soul is eternal. This body is not. We should be willing to deny this body, to subject this body to whatever it takes in order to see God’s Kingdom advanced. Let’s keep our priorities straight.

i) Mark tells us two more of Jesus’ priorities in this text. 

i) Some time later (v. 40) a man with some kind of skin disorder or disease (the Bible calls them lepers), a “leper” comes pleading with Jesus to heal him.
(1) To the Israelite, a leper was as dangerous as an armed enemy soldier. Leprosy was considered very contagious; those who had leprosy were outcasts.

ii) So this pitiful, begging outcast gets on his knees before Jesus and says, “If you will, you can make me clean.”

(1) “Make me clean” is a reference to the Law of Moses. Lepers were “unclean” meaning they were to be cut off from God’s people and cut off from worshipping in the temple. So asking to be made “clean” is asking, “If you please, make my leprosy go away.”

(2) That’s a pretty outlandish request, isn’t it? I’m just getting over a wicked cold, and I can’t imagine walking up to Tom Hoskins saying, “Tom, if you don’t mind, make my cold go away.”

iii) As outlandish as it sounded, Jesus was “moved with pity” (v. 41) and said, “I will; be clean.” 
No problem there.

iv) But, when he said that, Jesus was also doing a no-no. If a Jew saw him doing this, it would have sent shivers up their spine. Not only was he talking to an outcast, but he was also stretching out his hand and touching him! Touching a skin-diseased man. 

v) First of all, that was not “allowed.” Second, this was kind of like going into England during the Black Plague and volunteering to bathe those who were dying of that terrible disease. I mean, who does that?
j) Mark is showing us that mercy was a priority for Christ. Preaching and mercy! 

(1) Even though it was taboo and socially unacceptable and even personally dangerous, Jesus shows this hurting, grieving, depressed man mercy and pity by touching him.

(2) O Christian, we need to be so convinced in our hearts that the Christ King we serve and love is not a tyrant or an exacting merciless lord, but he is a pity-showing, leper-touching, mercy-extending King who doesn’t send his servants to do the dirty work, but who himself stoops down and identifies with the hurt and pain of his people, and who applies his own salve to our wounds and bandages our broken hearts himself. That is our beloved King!

k) One more priority we need to see. Immediately after Jesus healed this former leper, he sends him away at once (vv. 43-44) and tells him to immediately go to the priest and do what the Law of Moses requires him to do.

l) In Leviticus 14, God prescribed exactly what a leprous person should do if he or she got well. And that’s what Jesus is commanding this man to do here. “Go and fulfill the Law like God commanded.”      So Jesus prioritized obedience to God’s Law.
m) Sometimes we picture Jesus as just a big teddy-bear who only preaches love and despises rules. Well, when it comes to God’s Law, to what God required of his people, Jesus was not passive or carefree. He was very diligent at seeing people obey God’s will for their lives.

n) In fact, he himself fulfilled God’s Law perfectly! That’s very important for us because his fulfilling and obeying the Law of God means that we have fulfilled and obeyed the law of God when Jesus’ righteousness is counted as our righteousness. That was a priority for Jesus.

CONCLUSION
4) I hope and pray that this has been a time of getting better acquainted with our Lord Jesus. It’s a wonderful thing to spend our lives focusing on who Jesus is. I hope this doesn’t feel like a wasted sermon because it has little behavioral application. In truth, there is little we can do together that is more productive than just focusing on who Jesus is and getting to know him better. Second Corinthians 4 indicates, as we get to know Jesus, we are seeing the very glory of the Eternal Holy God. And amazingly, as we behold God’s glory in Jesus, the Holy Spirit changes us to actually reflect that glory ourselves. So the effect of getting to know Jesus is actually becoming like Jesus! May God make that the case with this sermon.
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