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The Card Carrying Jesus-Club Member Meets a Real Desofplesus — Mark 1:16-20
Series: Look and Live #3

This morning we are going to think abdwb contrasting views and understandirads
Christianity and the Christian life. They arentrastingor we could go even farther and say that they
are twoopposingviews. Think first of all about being part of a club. Thet lub | joined is kind of an
unofficial club. Last summer, | went out to Tipton dndde home on my Kawasaki Ninja motorcycle.
| got my motorcycle license, my helmet, my gloves, dhthg gear. Andoam I'm in the club. If
you’ve never had a motorcycle, you probably didn’'t eveovk that therevasa club. There is. If you
want proof, next time you're driving near a motorcychgatch what he does when anther motorcycle
passes on the other side of the road. Almost withowpekom, he’ll extend his left hand and put out
two fingers. That is aacknowledgemernhat you're in the club and that the other person thenclub
too.

Now, think how different joining a club like that is frobecoming a professional electrician. |
bought a motorcycle, put on a helmet, I'm in the clulbl Ab to stay in the club is stick out my left
hand and wave. Whereas to become an electricianyditshave to go to school. Then when you're
done with school you have to become an apprentice. ¥oe to follow someone around and clean up
after them and do all the dirty work. And eventuallyyas watch and learn and watch and learn, you
get to do a little bit more, and then a little bit maed so on and so on; eventually, if you persist long
enough, nowou're the ongeaching the newest apprentice the ropes and makimglean up after
you. But you see thagtroces® Being an electrician is a dedicafgdcess vastly different from just
being a club member.

Unfortunately, because God so freely and instantaneausgjivés our sins and credits us with
Jesus’ righteousness when we repent and believe, sormdtityides of so-called Christians now
think of being a Christian like being a member of a clubeWas in reality, being a Christian is much
less like being a member of club and much more like bewpmidedicated, long-term electrical
apprentice.

Now pretend for a minute that we hadn't read the tedtthat we didn’t know the story. We've
just read verses 14-15; we’ve just heard Jesus say theastostshing thing: the long awaited
Kingdom of God is now drawn near! He is the one whaiigging the Kingdom. Now what would we
be expecting in verse 16? We would expect to see some#ahg spectacular happening now. We
would expect to see the coming and the advance of GodgglEim. How is Jesus going to advance
God’s Kingdom? Is he going to call down fire and brimstom&od’s enemies? Is he going to walk
up to Pontius Pilate and thrust a divine sword through hisZhkesw is he going to establish and
advance God’s Kingdom in this world?

No, actually it appears far less spectacular and dranmatn all of that. He calls a few people
to follow him. Okay, busurelyhe’s going to call the mighty warriors of Israel and nbéles and the
elders, right? Nope. He’s going to call stinky, burljh&smen! | think the modern equivalent would be
those 30 year old guys you see working on the highways ind@@esummer days, shirts off,
cigarette in mouth, pants tattered. We might call theitl@rough around the edges. Probably they
aren’t up and coming future presidents or kings. They're workaggsdolks. And in Jesu=lling



them we see the eternal Kingdom of God advancing. In thesrgeg God’s plan and purposes from
the creation of the world, and his plans for etermitgdme, we see that coming to fruition and
fulfillment in fishermen.

So here’s what we learn: Jesus is goingdweance and establishod’s Kingdom by calling
unspectacular men and women to become his discipiefule that Mark only tells us here about the
calling of Simon and Andrew, John and James, and théw inext chapter he’ll tell us how Matthew
or Levi was called. One of the reasons Mark only gugthe calling stories of these five men is
because they are pivotal figures in the Jesus storg, James, and Simon will form the inner-core of
Jesus’ 12 apostles.

But the other reason Mark only gives us the story of Jesilisg these five men is because
their story isour story. This story is thenodelof how Jesus is going to call of his disciples
Whether we're talking about the Apostle Peter, or yalirage.

So we learn that when the Kingdom of God comasstd is much more like becoming an
electrician than it is like joining a club. Jesus didwdy, “Hey Simon and Andrew, would you come on
shore for a minute. Now, will you accept me as King?yDQgaod, now get back out in your boats.”

Entering into the Kingdom of God looks like a man laying ddws tools, saying goodbye to
his profession, leaving his father and his workers, gettinghdelasus, and committing himself to go
where Jesus goes, to do what Jesus does, and to seivecaese instead of his own. In other words,
it looks likefollowing Him like becominghis disciple not just carrying a card that says, “I belong to
the Jesus-club.” Life as a Christian, life in th@¢@om of God today means being a disciple of Jesus
Christ.

This text tells us that a discipleship kind of Christiamtdifferent from a club-Christianity in
four ways. There are four differences when we begimtterstand that the Bible speaks of being a
Christian as being a disciple.

1) Christianity as discipleship means Jesus initiates and conmands our following him.

a) So Jesus is “passing alongside the Sea of Galilee” antm&s, he just walks up to the
shoreline and he addresses the men by name and saysF®EOW ME!” Immediately
they do. It's not like he was engaged in conversatioh thitm. He just walks up and
commands that they follow and then they do.

b) Verse 17 in the Greek actually has no verb. Jesusgiast“slere! Behind me!” You can almost
see him pointing his finger right behind him as he called tfdns was very literal for them.
Get here, behind me. In other words, as | lead you, waltkm, travel with me, eat with me,
talk with me, leardfrom me That’s the essence of what he was calling thenot@d behind
him through his life. He wants them to experience lifieit@ him. That’s discipleship.

i) Now I you about the Greek because | want you to hedotbeof Jesus’ call. He didn’t
say, “Hey Pete, you gotta minute? I'd like to talk to yddd he says this with such force,
and with such glorious authority! “Here!” Mark, and Mattherhen he tells the story, says
about both pairs of men, they “immediately” obeyed.



2)

9)

h)

)

Our following Jesus was completely initiateg him He called us, he commanded us, and we
obeyed. He called us with such authority and he made lhiggcso compelling that we
immediately laid down our nets and followed. In club-Gtmnity, you lose all of that. The
club version thinks, “Following Jesus makes sense. K suat It will be good for me. Yeah,
sign me up.”

But true Christianity, Christianity that has as it’saebdiscipleship understands that our
Teacher came to us and gave us a command with powetffidrdy saying, “Ryan Haider,
Follow Mel”

| simply obeyed that command because of Jesus’ autlftivétt doesn’t mean | get credit for
obeying, it just means that he graciously gave me the desire and thg tabaliiey.

This makes for such a firm foundation! Myllowing Jesus Chriss not based upon my easy
decision one day that I'd like to join his club. Rathes based upon the fact that one day, he
authoritatively and compelling commanded my obedience. Anddllowing today because
the King of Kings, the Sustainer of the Universe bid me canaefollow him.

Did you know that Godommand®ur belief and trust in the Gospel? Acts 17:30 “The tinfes o
ignorance God overlooked, but nowdmmmandsall people everywhere to repent, because he
has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in rightgzess by a man whom he has
appointed.”

He’s not just asking for it. He’s not saying, “Whenekdits well in your schedule Ryan.” The
King of Universe demands that | repent and submit to Christ.

Doesn'’t that sound like an entire differdmeedof Christianity?

Christianity as discipleship means it's not a matter of bieg part of the club; it's a matter of
having a new disciple-relationship with Jesus.

a)

b)

d)

A true Christian has taken on a new relationship. Befre was following her own ways and
she was learning the ways of the world. But when she leea@hristian, she entered into a
new disciple-relationship with Jesus. She has entatediinew relationship with Jesus Christ,
one where he is theacher, the authority, and Lordnd where we are his disciple.
Jesuscould havecommanded that these four men do any one of a milliderdiit things to
become part of his Kingdom. He could have said, Fill outdduid; pray this prayer; bend over
and touch your toes. But instead, he calls them to enttea new relationshigrith himself,
where he is the leader, and they are his devoted fokowénere he is the authority, and they
are the servants and the submissive ones.

And, aside from one exception when they abandon hineitdlur of his arrest, the disciples
are with Jesus for good. They are there when Jesysssighen he wakes, when he prays,
when he heals, when he teaches, when he explairsakisiig, when he lives what he teaches.
They are there when he worships, when he attends synaguaugre he clears the temple, when
he prophesies, when he fulfills prophesy. Thewdtle him, following him, looking to him for
instruction, learning from him, observing ham students for the rest of Jesus’ life.

And here’s the crazy thing, this didn’t stop when Jesed,desurrected, and ascended to
heaven. Wenight mistakenlyhink that once Jesus ascends into Heaven, all ofalasving

and disciple business will be over.

But to keep us from wrongly thinking that, after Jesus fimse the grave and just before he
ascended into heaven, he actually gives us the permaissimof the Church: “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Gdahe@nd...” and do what? What's the



9)
h)

church up to now? Go therefore and get people to make de€@isemtherefore and get people
to join our club? No, Go therefore and make disciplésiie madgou Go and replicate
yourselves.

Evenafter Jesus is ascended to the right hand of the Father, Patezs, John, Andrew, and all
the others, thegtill were able to have communion with Jesus ardam from Jesus. They
were still able to be directed by him and to be submissitntoln other words, they were still
to be his disciples, his followers, even though he wagith them bodily. And so too are we!
So here’s the mission of the church: be disciplekesaisciples, for God’s glory. That’s the
mission of the Church!

Doesn’t the club version seem so worthless comparbditg a personaliscipleof King

Jesus? We spend our time, we devotdigesto learning from Jesus in his Word, from
learning from Jesus by observing his life in his Word; we tiegar lives to communing with
him through the indwelling Holy Spirit; we devote our litessubmissively doing what he
commands us. Jesus is not just the giver of a listle$ that we try to live by. And, Jesus is not
just our pass into heaven. No, we see Jesus as thedaywho continues to disciple us, each
and every one, individually and corporately. Our liltesally revolve around him.

So, is that how we think about our faith, about our @langy? Do we think about it as a club
that has certain rules that we’re supposed to abide by Wawt to be a good club member? Or,
do we think about ourselves as disciples of Christ. Areantent with being a club member,
or are we striving everyday to follow Jesus Christdntinually learn from himto continually
beinstructed by him in His Wordo continually commune with him ohaily prayer®

Now, we knowwhat Jesus calls us to do, to follow hipwint three is going to answer the question:
why does Jesus call them and command us to spend our wakingntsaght behind hin? What'’s his

goal?

3) Christianity as discipleship means our goal is conformity tdesus.

a)

b)

d)

So much of the “Christian” world has no goal. Club-€tmnity has no goabecause once
you’re in, you're in. But, when Christianity is dis@ghip, then we understand that the
Christian life is a process. It's a continual proaafsshange, and the goal is looking like our
Master, Jesus. If you're still on this earth, then gtllihave change to strive after.
Christchose usndcommanded our discipleshiigcause he wants us to be like him: holy,
blameless, righteous, and pleasing to the Father.

Why else would he have called us to follow him? Does hgltah having a bunch of people

tagging along behind him? Of course not. His purpose is thtiiayprentice ourselves to him,

learn from him, focus on him, and delight in him, until actually begin to walk and talk and
pray and lovdike Him.

Jesus tells Simon and Andrew that tesultof their following him is that they will become

fishers of men.

i) These men are out in their boats, trying to grah fising to haul fish in. That'’s their
whole lives, getting more fish. Jesus says, “Follow amel you’ll soon be trying to grab
and haul in and gain momeen!in other words, if you follow me, you'll eventually be
making disciples.

i) Why does Jesus think that following him will make them imgbdrs of men? Because
that’s what Jesus does. Jesus, well right here evemaking disciples. He is training men
to quit their worldly lives and to quit their sinful waysdato pursue holiness. So if these



e)

f)

9)

h)

)

K)

four men will follow him, they will become more and radike him andheywill be, like
him, fishers of men.

ATTENTION : God’s plan for you is to turn you into an image of Jesus

God wants nothing less from you than Christ-likenessis€imaging. He is planning to so
work in you that after you have followed Jesus, you laik like Jesus, you will talk like
Jesus, you will have absolute trust like Jesus, yowldly the Father like Jesus. You viaé

an image of Jesuspiritually speaking.

Not only is that God'plan for you, but he has alreagiyedetermined that it will indeed take
place It’s not a matter of whether or not you, as a baggakadisciple, it's noif you'll be
transformed into the image of Jesus, it'’s just a maftarhen. Romans 8:29. Gquedestined
that you would be conformed to the image of His Son. foffee. That is part of his plan for
all of history, for the whole universe: that Jesus woulthbechief among many brothers.
God’s eternal plan is for you to be a brother of Jaausther words, to be like him. And he is
accomplishing that by your discipleship.

In other words, | am suggesting that your discipleskign you pursue following Jesus and
being his disciplewhen you dahat, you are bring into fulfilment God’s eternal, cosmi
redemptive purpose!

That better be enough for us! If my soul is telling &t § need to make something out of
myself, when my heart is whispering in my ear saying, ;Héyat happened to our life? |
thought we were going toe somebody,” | better start preaching this to myselfs&mebody?
How could | beany morethan conformed to the image of the Resurrected King Jesus,
according to the eternal purpose of God, for the pleasuBed, to the glory of God? What
moreis there than that?

The other day | heard about a man who was learning éovimdin bow maker And this man
was apparently getting really really good at it. Theeseavihe bows that people would pay
thousands of dollars for. And the boss came in one dhgaid, “You know, you're really
good at this. If you keep this up, you might just be one@btst bow-makers of your
generation. But it's going to require some sacrifice.dbing to require hard work and
probably six days a week and long hours. But it will pdy @ind the man looked at his boss
and said, “I can't do that. | have three children.” And ¥mow what the boss said to him? It
just so summarizes the American spirit and so-calleérdgan dream. He said, “Your kids?
Ask yourself this: where will your kids be in 100 years? Birtk that in a 100 years, people
would still be talking about and using your bows.”

That’s STUPID and a WASTED life!

The King of Heaven has a very specific plan and callingrfe. What an amazing thought to
consider that there is only One Sovereign God, andfth@t name comes to his mind, first of
all, that he knows me. And second of all, that heahdught out, specific plan and purpose
for my life. And wonder of wonders, he has actuallg tmle what it is. “Ryan, | plan on seeing
you conformed into the image of Jesus. Here’s hovistigating to happen. You're going to be
his personal disciple. You're going fmllow him and as you do, my Spirit will conform you to
his image!” And | say, “Great God! But right now I'm kindllmusy MAKING STUPID

VIOLIN BOWS!”

m) How many of us are wasting our lives on building our bangdour Kingdom by trying to be

somebody, when all the while what we are really gasngiving up God’s Eternal Universal
Kingdom to try and build our own. Don’t waste your lifélding your kingdom. Remember,
“Whoever tries to save his life will lose it.” (Mt6:25) What a waste.



n) Paul David Tripp says something to the effect of thigryimg to live for more, we actually
live for so much less. When my sin says, “Ryan, comman. You're smart. You're this;
you’re that. You could go and do this and becdinaand everybody would know you! Come
on, live for more” In doing that, in setting aside this one missionalzbsciple, make disciples,
for the glory of God, in trying to find my life’s purposensewhere else other than becoming
more and more like Jesus Christ, in trying to liverfare than thatl actually live for much
much less. Be satisfied and rejoice in simply pursuing §pdfpose of building his Kingdom
in and through you by being a disciple and by making discgfldssus. Be satisfied in that.
Because it's so much more than anything else the worltbhafter.

4) Christianity as discipleship means Christ radically reoriats our lives when we become a
Christian.

a) Mark is very deliberate in telling us what the four memeadoing when Jesus called them, and
what they had to do to obey.

b) Peter and Andrew were net fishing in a boat. John ames were working on their nets in
their boat with their dad, Zebedee, and with their hiveckers.

c) Jesus commands them, Follow me. Mark says, “Immelgilteyleft their nets, they left their
workers, they left their boats, they left their father, andfedid hiny’

d) You see what disciples instinctively knew here? Thagvkthat to do what Jesus was
commanding them to do they couldn’t stay in their boBEtgy couldn’t keep hold on their nets.
They couldn’t stay with Dad and with the workers. Thay to willfully say @odbyeto all of
those things to be disciples of Jesus.

e) Additionally, we've already heard Jesus telling thenori@ with me, and I'll make you
fishers ofmen” They were fishers dish. Now, their entire focus and center and purpose and
function is going to be radically altered and changed.

f) Here’s the point: when they become his disciplest tives are completely repositioned and
re-centered. Their lives are now totally about someteisg than they were before.

i) It makes me think about wrapping up an extension cord. Soggetithink to myself, I'll
just lay it on the ground and try to kind of loop and loog eincle it around by hand.

i) But every single time it gets messed up. So eventualgklyp the messy bundle of cord, |
throw it all back out, start over, and this time | prigaround my arm!

g) That's what Jesus does to these four men’s lives rigbt ki basicallghakes them owaind
wraps them back up, this time, around a new center. Nathfistime. Not even family this
time. Not boats and workers and money and jobs and lakestiffie,he is at the center. This
time, Jesus, their teacher, his mission, his Kingdomhanglory are at the center. And their
lives are just rewrapped now around him.

h) That's what happens when Jesus calls a new disciplesoifee people, that means that they
will have toquit everything they were and everything theyadid start over now with Jesus at
the center. That's what it meant for these four nidnat’'s what it meant for me personally.

i) For others, it means that they will still do somelef same activities, whether that’s work and
family and things like that, but now they’ll do them farmpletely different reasons and for a
completely new Kingdom. So either waygrything in the new disciple’s life is radically
changed.

J) Ifwe lose Jesus’ call to be disciples, then our @hndfaith is something that we just tack on
to the outside of our lives. We have our family and obs jat the center, and then on the



outside we take a thumbtack and tack on PTA, and theindi®n Saturdays, and then
basketball for our son on Thursdays, and then Lion’s ,&ab then church on Sundays. How
many have joined club-Jesus and have committed to it nkectvé commit to working out at
the YMCA! It's fun when its new, but it quickly loses iappeal.

k) Jesus commands usftdlow him Not join his club, but to devote our lives to him agipies.
And in so doing, he is asking for nothing less than thevetirgy and the re-raveling of our
lives around him.

[) Maybe wedo still serve on the PTA. But now, it’s not to build our kingdorour children’s
kingdom, now it’s to be a disciple and to make disciple¥esus. Maybe we still make violin
bows. But now it's a means of being a disciple and adugrGod’s Kingdom. Everything in
our lives now becomes an outlet for serving and followespus. And if it cannot do that, then
we quit it! We set it aside. Everything now is done far gjlory of God. (1 Cor. 10:31)

m) The Gospel is so glorious because it doesn’t deal jiktabistract things and ideas and
concepts. The Gospel comes right to the heart of texjeéfines us, it rewraps us around Christ,
it gives us a new identity, it gives us the biggest,tgsgamost glorious purposeful existence
imaginable, and it enables us to do even the smallegsthike picking up trash and serving on
a neighbor committee and doing the dishes so our spous@tdwese to or sending a thank
you card for God and in service to God!

n) As Christians, as disciples, we can work at a jobweamight not love. We can stay married to
a man who might be far less than godly. Or we coulthestay single. We can adopt children
who can’t or won't reciprocate our love. We can des adtservice and love to the grouch old
man next door. We can do all those things because thioges and those people are not the
center of our lives. They don't define us. A famous ndoesn’t define us. A fun job doesn’t
define us. We ardisciples of JesidVe can do them for him. We can do them in service to
him. If my life was oriented around my marriage, thevouldn't stay married to a difficult
spouse. Or if my life and my identity were wrapped aroundatythen | couldn’t bear the
thought of working somewhere | didn’t really want tautEhrist commanded me to follow
him. And when | did, he plucked out the idols that sat erttthone of my life, at the center of
my existence, and he firmly placed himself, his agendaglbry, and his Kingdom. And now,
wherever | am, whatever circumstance I'm in, | dant, | can persevere so long as | am
serving and pleasing my center, my Christ! My rightfuhdi
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