Further questions:

Read Hebrews 3+4 and focus on the idea of “rest”. Try to answer the following questions about rest.
1) In chapter 3:11, what is the “rest” that Hebrews is talking about? (Hint: It’s a quote from Psalm 95:7-11)
2) Today, who are the ones who have “entered into that rest”?
3) In what ways have believers in Jesus Christ entered into his rest?

4) Where, or what Scripture, does the author of Hebrews get this original idea of an expected rest from? (Hint: Look at 4:4)
Questions I want to remember to ask:
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God’s Big Picture

God’s People, in God’s Place, under God’s Rule
____________________________________________________
Review of Last Week
· A Kingdom consists of three significant elements:

Genesis 1 – Overview
· What does “creation ex-nihilo” mean?
· Why did God create the world at all?
· Aseity –

· According to Isaiah 43, God created us, and the whole world, for his _____________.

· God will create a Kingdom for himself to accomplish this purpose for creation.

Genesis 1 – The Creation of a Kingdom
· Difference between other Ancient Near Eastern creation stories and the Bible’s account.

· The significance of God saying “Let there be…”

· Describe the significance and connection between days 1 & 4, days 2 & 5, days 3 & 6.
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The Rest of God’s Kingdom
· God’s Royal Rest.

· It was not a cessation of any and all activity by God.

· Rather, it means two things:

· That means rest is the goal of creation.

· Rest was offered to Adam and to his posterity. If he would obey God, they would all enter in to God’s Kingdom (his rest) and enjoy the benefits and blessings of his kingly rule for all eternity!

· So why are we calling this epoch (time period) of Biblical history the “Offered Kingdom”?

· Adam and Eve “lost” this offer of the Kingdom. They failed to enter into it.
· Does that mean that rest was lost permanently?

· Who would ultimately bring the offer and promise of rest to God’s people?

· When will we finally enter into God’s rest?

Figure 2 – The Kingdom  Status
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