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Cultivating Gospel RelationshipsGommitment Sunday

The Evangelism Committee decided a few months back te thekmonth of January
Cultivating Gospel Relationshipgonth. This morning i€ommitment Sunday his is where we
follow-up with the session we had last Sunday night widrdvBackes.

So we are going to talk aboexangelismEvangelis the Greek word for Gospel or good news.
Evangelismis the process of putting out, distributing, making knowarisly, declaring, proclaiming,
thegood news.

The original idea oévangelisnand arevangelisprobably referred to a messenger running
back to the village during a time of war to give the regdetstands on a hilltop and yells out to the
hearers, “Good news, we’re winning the battle!” Thas eangelismand the messenger was the
evangelist

The New Testament uses for Christians. Jesus destghest disciples as evangelists, and he
called all Christians to the task of evangelism. Ourdga®ws is the story of the life, the crucifixion,
and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (That’s our G9sf® ones we’re announcing that good news to
are the ones who are still lost and living in disobade to and rebellion against God.

We’re going to go througtihree misconception®r the three most common errors) that we
want to attack this morning in our church: (1) evangelisthagdb of Pastor Ryan, (2) | don’t know
any lost people, and (3) what those lost people | mighilpgsknow need is a memorized, 3-5 minute
presentation of the Gospel in a certain order witimaess’ prayer at the end.

Misconception number Evangelism is Ryan’gob.

After Jesus’ resurrection, as he was preparing tandsoeo heaven, Jesus spoke to all of his
gathered followers saying, “All authority in heaven ancearth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in #maenof the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | havewe@anded you.” (Matt. 28:18-20)

The Church has always understood that assseat Commissiofwhere commission means
our God given task and authority). This is the churgréattask which she has received both directly
from her Master, to spend her time on earth carrying®utyes, iis my job, but it's your job too. It
belongs to the church. Maybe we don't even want tatcaltjob” because it’s really a life that
God has loved us into. Busis the key in this point.

Misconception #2t don’'t know any lost people “Okay, so Jesus has given me a task of making
disciples, but here’s the thingjust don’'t know any lost people

Actually you dbYou just don't know that yoknow themIn our mid-Missouri culture, we

make ourselves believe that everybody even somewdss# to us in our circle is a Christian. Perhaps
it's because we can't bear to think of them as cut off ftamd and going to Hell. Perhaps it's because
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we think it ismeanto consider that a person is still lost. Perhapsuss pecause, if weid admit they
were lost, we know we should probably do something about tha

It sounds like a nice way of thinking, but the problem & thdoesn’t line up with how the
Bible teaches us to think. Consider the following passag8sripture: 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, Galatians
5:19-21, Ephesians 5:5.

If we had time, | cataloguetiirteen versefrom 1 John where John says, “You shdkidw
that if you or someone you know does this or doesnthdf that that is not a Christian.” It would
seem then that saying that we don’'t know any non-Gdunsstis rather naive and Biblically suspect!
The Bibles says that they’re all over, all around wberen in our lives.

| remember someoneryclose to me standing there while | was talking to thair about the
Gospel. Their son was telling me he didn’t believe sudehe didn’'t believe in the Gospel, and that he
didn’t even believe in God. The whole time this dad kaging, “Oh yes you do. Stop saying that.
Stop talking about this.” He wanted to belieseebadlythat he wouldn’t even hear it straight from his
son’s lips.

| have no doubt that this dad thought he was loving hisBairthink about why the Bible says
in Proverbs 13:24 that “Whoever spares thehaigs his sonbut he who loves him is diligent to
discipline him”? Choosing to treat someone hmudecide instead of how Gaadstructs youo treat
them and think about them is a sure-fire way to desmsgeone. Why? Because God’s way is good
for them. | might think, “Oh spanking my child for rebefliisbad for himso I’'m not going to do it.”
But God says it's actually good for them. If | ignorka God says is good for them, I'm despising the
child. The same is true for evangelism. idhorewhat Scripture says about living in unrepentant sin,
and if I ignore what God says about those who watkéndeeds of the flesh, if | just pretend like those
people are Christians, I'm rejecting what God says @belgood for them. The Gospel is what’s best
for them, even if it stings more than a spanking. Denthegn that is akin to despising them.

There are lost men women and children. Many you knoanywlou don’tknow, but how easy
would it be for you to know? God haalled usto know them. God ha=alled usto start knowing the
lost people and to recognize that they are lost. Spalftef that, if someone says to me, “I don’t know
any lost people”. I'm going to say, “Well st&mowingthem because you’re surrounded by them.”

Misconception #3what the lost people in my life need is a Gospel tract psentation, a
memorized, 3-5 minute telling of the Gospel in a certainrder with a sinners’ prayer at the end

That sort of presentation certainly has its proper pRaeon the whole, we shouldn’t
associate regular evangelism with those kind of ane-gncounters. For one, it doesn’t promote
genuine conversions or discipleship. Furthermore, if thathiat comes to mind when you think
evangelismthen you're going to always associate evangelism stitingers. Evangelism will be
going from door to door in a neighbor handing out tractangelism will be sitting on a plane with a
stranger and telling them the Gospel. Evangelism wiitbpping someone on the street as you pass
by or helping out a homeless person by telling them thep&@8atory. That was the main category that
evangelism had in my mind and life for a long time.
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As long as we think about evangelism as giving a strangleora presentation of all the facts
and calling them to pray a prayer after us, then theh@a@ya going to be one glaring hole in our
evangelism. What about everybody | know, what abtwaif éhe non-strangersn my life? And what
about all of the fake, shallow conversions that leagleeto think they're Christians when they're
really not? That's more dangerous than knowing thatrgawdt a Christian.

Instead of thinking about evangelism like that, we warlitetgin to think about evangelism
primarily as using my example, my service, and my wordsinvan established relationship with a
lost person to speak the Gospel. We'll break that doventivo parts now.

So first of all: we said evangelism is within an establisklerelationship with a lost person. So
evangelismthrives within relationships.

Can you believe that this Christmas, my brother andréWwaving a Gospel conversation and
for the first time in my life, | shared with my onfiyll brother in the flesh my testimony and
conversion story? I've told people in apartment bogdiand homeless people and church people and
random people walking in the park, but | hadn’t told my owather. What do you think my story
meant to someone who met me for thirty seconds? @thgou think it meant for my brother of 24
years to hear his brother say that Jesus Christ sgfri@lsolutely, changed every single thing about
him all by grace, all for free, all for God'’s glory. Ythink that meant anything to him?

That’s why we called this montBultivating Gospel Relationships.  Relationships are so
important to advancing God’s Kingdom. Let's examine why thsd’s

When God created Adam, he had a plan and a purpose foHmdiad a function that he
created Adam to fulfill. But after Adam was made, Gaid & few unfamiliar words, “It is not good.”
It is not good that man should be alone. There wereaéasons it wasn't good that Adam be the only
human. (1) Adam could more fully image and reflect Goeelationship with another man. Because
God is Three in relationship as One, Adam more fullieces that when he is in relationship with
another. And (2) Adam could not carry out and fulfill Gogdlan and purpose for man on his own. Not
in the sense that it would just be too much workload fdeirA, but in the sense that he just wasn’t
complete. What he need was a companion, a helper. @ogieses for man would be carried out
when man is in relationship with another like him.

Have you ever considered that instead of Jesus givingridreg Gommission to his disciples, he
could have done a million different things. All thags now is for the message to get out and spread.
He could write the Gospel in the clouds, send down tleg;\blast it through a celestial boom box, or
he could have given pigeons the supernatural ability takspe

Instead, he called men and women to go to atiesr and womeand to make disciples out of
them. He called humans to go and make relationshipsheithhuman order to advance the Gospel
of God’s Kingdom. He called them to make new evangelistationships, newsospel-relationships
with others. That’s how his Kingdom would spread over théeg|

Isn’t that why Jesus called his Church the salt and dftite earth? Those two things effect

changeonly when they’re irtontact or relationship with the thing they are chagggbalt is useless if
it’s not touching your food and your mouth. So the Churatsédessn this world apart from a certain

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



relationshipwith those in the world. Isn’t it amazing that Jesuy@dao the Father just before he was
crucified in John 17, “I do not ask that you take trarhof the world’ Apparently he intended for us
to continue in this world. Not to be like this world, botaein it, relating to it, knowing it, moving

into lives of people of this world so that we can béatlidpe salt, and make disciples.

Evangelism apart from relationship doesn’t really makeesearsl it should be the exception,
not the norm. Stranger evangelism is good, but it shaulteinthe first thing we think of. I'm asking
you to think of something eldast because that’s not the primary way God intended to advasice
Kingdom. How many people do you think are converted, influgnaegreatly transformed by a
stranger?

God created us as interpersonal beings, meaning he created fashioned us to have
relationships with one another. Human beitiggse in relationships and community, not apart from
them. The way that we influence and help and love and ctaamggrow one another is not through
chance, stranger encounters but through committed, lomgrédationships. Who can deny that?

So there’s the first part of how we should think about ggasm. We should think about it in
terms of long-term relationships with the lost, imte of moving into a community and building new
relationships and strengthening existing relationships witlogigeople all around us and in our
lives. Now the second patrt.

Using my example, my service, and my words within this nefiiendship to speak the Gospel
Instead of just, out of the blue, unloading the Gospel aresoe, wouldn't it be better to put the
Gospel and Gospel trutthearly in all of our interaction with this lost friend?

The best way to illustrate the method here is by thoplabout the relationship between parent
and child. (Obviously our relationship with lost adultd W different but the idea will be the same.)

Parents are the best evangelist their child is eveiggoi have. Some of them come here once a
week and hear their teachers present them the Gospeltiése are coming from a person your child
doesn’t know, doesn’t trust, doesn’t see often, and ddasow whyhe or she should believe them.

On the other hand, you are with them every single day'r¢ with them when they succeed
and sin. You love them by providing for them, by protectingnthey bandaging their scrapes, by
making their supper, by snuggling with them as they go tolyegentling waking them in the
morning for school, by teaching them about the farm, thwescthe fence, the car, the stove, history,
everything. Now perhaps you are a parent who just nevéy talkis about the Gospel, except perhaps
when they ask a particular Jesus question. Or, perhafre yoparent who every so often musters up
the courage to have a serious, sit-down conversatibnyaur child to tell them they need to be saved
and baptized, etc.

One of the reasons my generation has had the woesticet rate in the church is because we
grew up never hearing about the Gospel outside of churelditvi’t see it talked about at the dinner
table, rejoiced in at the bed side, counseled in ouredstis, hoped in our family struggles. That’s the
difference between @ospelrelationship and just a relationship that occasionallythno the Gospel.
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A Gospelrelationship(a relationship where the Gospel is always visibletalkgd about)
would be so different. What if yoused your relationshigou have with your child to speak the
Gospel into their life every single day? What if youl lseGospel-relationshipvith your son or your
daughter, meaning, you always put the Gospel at the centdrabfyou’re doing, and saying, and
teaching. What if you used life as a teaching moment®ospel?

What if, instead of telling them, “You can get straighs Aecause you can do everything you
set your mind to,” you told them what God’s Word says abarking hard and doing everything to
the best of our abilities for his glory? What if yaldt your son about God strengthening us to do his
will? What if, when your daughter comes home crying becaley aalled her ugly you tell her about
the definition of beauty from God’s Word and how we dowed other people’s approval because
God approves us if we are in Jesus Christ.

That's a Gospel relationship, and that’s God’s primarygaefor the spread of the Gospel.
That’s God’s design for spreading the Gospel from pdoechild. It's also God’s design for spreading
the Gospel from church to community. Obviously it willdobit different when you're talking to
adults but the concept is the same. You look for and se&ey opportunity to point your friend to
their need for Jesus or their hope in Jesus. Everyyou get to encourage them, every time they
complain about their lives circumstances, every timg'teick and in the hospital, every time they
talk about politics, every time they whine about thporss team, the Gospel meets us in those
situations ang@hangesus. Seize those moments to point your friend, or youd e¥filichever the case
may be, toward Jesus.

Love people enoughb make a relationship with thelike this That means that we take the
relationships we already have, the friendships we alrbadg andnove them in that directioft also
means that we see people around us who are lost and jpssefully move into their life. We become
friends them in order to havhis kind of relationship with therthat is how God intends to see this
world redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.

Imagine two scenarios:

One: every member of HHBC committed to present ten Gospetistiend presentations to ten
strangers around the church over the next calendar\Weamight seem some fruit of that, maybe a
visitor or two. But probably the biggest fruit would beusmjust having to publicly own up to the
Gospel!

Two: each one of us committed to move into just one newderson'’s life this year, to
establish a relationship, to strengthen that into adship, toserve themvhen they need serving, to
go out of our way to love them, and to tell them the ags®f the Gospel in a hundred different ways
every single week (just like we want to do for our childr&ven from a purely earthly perspective,
we would be fifty times more effective.

Do you remember Marc’s Styrofoam cup analogy Sunday nidét®ld us to think about

evangelism kind of like carrying a $.02 styrofoam cup arouitill we 24/7, and evangelism is trying to
sellthat cup (so the cup is like Jesus and the Gospel).
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It's pretty hard to walk up to someone you've never mad, ia three to five minutes convince
them that they need to buy this cup for themselves. Angkah, all it’s going to cost them is their
whole life.

But what if in 2009, | commit to build this relationship withistcertain person? | commit to
carry this cup around 24/7, and every time a conversatimesop about water, | say, “Oh yeah, you
know, water is great, and can | just tell you, the witar comes out of this cup that | carry around, O
my goodness, you've never tasted any water so fresirjsgy so sweet, so satisfying as this!” And
when someone asks me what | like to eat, or whemnep fr groceries, or why | carry a cup around,
I’'m always telling people a little bit about this glorioeigp, how wonderful it is, how precious it is to
me, how it has changed my life, and how this cup meheegs, my sorrows, my hopes, and my
ambitions. I'm always exalting the value of this cup luoine day it appears to my new friend as not
just a $.02 useless cup, but now as the most valuable] jbyfg in all the world.

If we had chosen a particular theme verse for thistmd think it should have been 1
Corinthians 2:1-2. “And |, when | came to you brothers,miticome proclaiming to you the
testimony of God with lofty speech and wisdom. For | degito know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

It's not that you need to get out and become philosopbedetus tomorrow, making
profound, stupendous defenses of the Gospel. Just be like)@stuget out into the community, make
relationships, make friends where you commit in yourthésrGod’s grace, to knomothingexcept
Christ and him crucified.

God might be pleased to change a whole community as gve teemake life-long
relationships where the Gospel is at the center. 3hatv God created us to live and to thrive and
that’'s how he called us to advance his Gospel. That’svieve going to serve the progress of
the Gospel here. May God will give the growth.

Preached by:

Ryan Haider

Hickory Hill Baptist Church
January 11, 2009
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