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When Gospels Collid®ART | — Mark 2:13-17
Series: Look and Live8#
Everyone is born into this world withgospel(we’ll call it the world’s gospel). Everyone

grows up thinking that there dme good newshat there is some way for them to live happily and t
enjoy the benefits of whatever god they believe in @ndes They believe that there is some way to
have the wrong things made right. They have a godpgew their god will be pleased with themnd
bring them joy and satisfaction.

| would enjoy going through all the major religions in terld, one by one with you, and
showing you that they all share some fundamental ptexgnncerning man and their god. Buddhism,
Islam, Hinduism, Roman Catholicism, [good-old-country ladw believes in God but doesn'’t think
he needs to go to churcigin, [people who live in the city and think they don’'t needi{sism, and
Pharisaism, all of them have the saimmedamentagospel. They differ in the particulars, but at root, it
is the exact same bad gospel.

Unfortunately, many Americans have grown up in enough dfréstianized environment that
they believe they've heard the Gospel and that theyiee rejected the Gospel. | am convinced that
most of them are wrong. What they heard and absorbedrngrayy was not the real Gospel. It was
rather the same old world-gospel that everyone is Wwa@m only this gospel had a particularly
Christian flavor.

You know, you can take a scoop of shaved ice, throw itcupaand dump sugar-syrup all over
it, call it a snow-cone and sell it for $4. But ittlsce isn’t it? You added some flavor to it but it's
still just ice. That's what most of us have grown uhwi he saméce as the rest of the world with just
a Christian flavor added to it.

But one day, 2000 years agmspelscollided. The gospel of the world collided with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. And, as we’ll see, theyardamentally differentf you could take all of the
religions and philosophies and belief systems and way @rd put them together, there is oohe
that would collide with all the rest: the Gospel ofue€hrist. And it's not another cup of ice with
different flavored syrup. It's not just a religiorisisomething altogethetifferent
Reading of the text

In Bible times, Israel didn’'t have an IRS. Insteheythad a special group of people catked
collectors These men placed little shelters strategicallygloumsy paths from town to town. On this
particular day, a tax collector namieelvi was stationed near the Sea of Galilee. As he lookeitl up,
seemed like amobwas headed his way. As it passed by his booth, the maa mitidle of it all, the
man namedesusstopped, looked Levi in the eye and demanded, “Follow mei; lesaving his
booth, leavingeverything followed him.

Now tax collectors of this day were not official eyges of the government. The Romans
permitted Jewish men to go out and collect the taxeébenbehalf, but the Romans didpaythe tax
collectors a salary. Instead, they permitted the ciolts to charge people whatever they could get
them to pay, and they in turn could keep anything above anadheylsat Rome required as their
salary.
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Therefore the Jewsatedtheir tax collectors. Not only did they charge thenrapt rates, but
the worst thing about is that, these were their owthiers! And we don’t want to excuse them.
Sometimes people make Levi sound good. They really werg taith things, Levi included. Yet, as
Jesus sees Levi he commands this despised traitor to deswnof his chosen, special disciples.

Out of all the men Jesus saw and passed by that day, alutled religious men following
Jesus that day as part of his posse, Jesus commanag shef the worst, the putrid, hated tax-
collector to be part of his inner circle, to become Igsidle. But, things get even worse. When Levi
obeys and follows Jesus, they actually give up theirdddke stroll and go instead to his house where
they laid down anatetogether.

That meal was not like a meal any of us have everMaadls were a big social event. The meal
itself was different because you basicalharedthe food in a family style set-up. Instead of sitting in
chairs, everyone laid down with their heads pointing tdveashort horse-shoe shaped table. So it was
much more intimate and a much bigger social event th&ae wsed to. Therefore eating together was
a sign that you were friends and buddy-buddy with the pgaplavere eating with.

Not only does Jesus lay down to eat with Levi, but Letaalty invited all of his tax-collecting
extortionist friends and a group of people the Pharisglésdsinnersto eat with Jesus as weltifners
were Jews who did not abide by the religious laws of the dayalikefbr the Sabbath and for staying
ceremonially clean. They were rebels and we’re banned from the synagaibeengs, and Levi invited a
whole bunch of 'em ovgrFor the scribes who were present that day, this Wesoamuch. They quietly
asked Jesus’ disciples, “Is heally eating with these tax collectors, thesener®”

Now you might think that the scribes asked a polite questia that they really were curious
about the answer. But when you read the story as p&tadf's big story, there is no way that the
scribes were asking an innocent, genuine question ldte th

Chapter 3 of Mark starts with the scribes and Pharise@svatching Jesuto see if he’ll heal
a man on the Sabbath. Mark says that they wantedds@imething against him so that they’ll be able
to charge him with something and get him in legal troubleisJdses heal that man, and so verse 6,
“The Pharisees went out and immediately held counsklthe Herodians against him, how to destroy
him.”

In chapter one of Mark, the scribes and Pharisees basieally neutral to Jesus. In the first
story in chapter three, they’searchingfor something they can use to destroy him. They find it, and
they come up with a plan to have him killed. So thenptrawo is about how we get from neutral to
set against destroying him. Chapter two is the storyesitlyroups turninggainstJesus.

Back to the their question: “Why does Jesus eat witlsitireers and tax collectors.” It's not a
sincere question that’s looking for a polite responseyTé actually saying,Whatin the world is he
doing eating with sinners and tax collectors!?” Theyineihg guilt with him in their question.

Jesus actually speaks up and ansviarkis disciples saying: “Those who are well have no

need of a physician, but those who are sick. | came raatlitthe righteous, but sinnerdhat’s the
story.
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What are we supposed to make of this? Mark’s main pototshow the difference between
Jesus’ Gospel and the Pharisees’. Mark two-fold hogetsate’ll understand why the Pharisees end
up crucifying the Lord of glory and that we’ll love JesGsispel. This wasn'’t just a little
disagreement. This was a clash of their gospel versushey didn’t like his, so they killed him. So
that’s what we’re going to try to sdeour ways that the two gospels clash or collide

1) The gospels clash oveihowe are

a) One of the most fundamental differences betweenetleGospel and evepthergospel in the
world is inhow we think about ourselvdsow we understand who we are.
b) Explanation of Pelagius and the system of theology called Pelagianism
i) Man has an innately good heart. He isn’t born into sianMn his own, is essentially good
and that he has the ability within himself to please God.
i) Pelagianism officialllcondemnedby the church, but most Americans (and even many
“Christians”) are full-fledged Pelagians at heart.
i) The Pharisees were essentially preaching Pelagianisithdtexact same gospel we see all
over the world!

The Pharisees’ Gospel
2) When a man like Levi hosted a special dinner, only cepaaple were invited. It wasn't a buffet;
it was an invitation-only thing. But it was custom that, geople whowvantedto be there but
weren’t invited, they could stand up against the wall quetly just observe the dinner while the
guests eat.

a) Amazingly, here the ones invited to come and dine withsJage the scum of the earth. The
ones relegated to simply observing the dinner from this\aeg the trained, devoted, zealous
for good works scribes and Pharisees.

b) That made their hearts reel with jealousy. “Whywedereand why argheythere!? If he eats
with anybody, it should be us!” In their hearts theyeifferentfrom the sinners.

i) Just in the simple fa@lonethat they would choose to designate a specific group qii@eo
as sinnerdells you that they considered themselwen-sinnersdifferent.

i) In their hearts, the Pharisees wgoed peopleThey paid their taxes. They read their
Biblesevery single dayThey were in synagogue every single week. They obsstxiet
rules and enforced harsh treatment on themselves,calise they wanted to work for and
earn God'’s favor. They were the good people of the land.

i) The tax collectors wergad people because they were not religious and did not peacti
strict religious principles. So they called them the gisine

c) That's exactly where their pride came from. That’s nefadl pride comes from. The
assumption and belief in our heart (whether we sayhigther we just believe it, or whether we
just act as if it were true) that we are good and otheplpare bad.

d) That's what Pelagius was teaching, that most of usad.J hat’s exactly what thgorld
teaches us. We're almost all of us good; we just neaddatir common humanity and we’ll
all be okay. Only certain people are bad and we shouldhgty but stay away from them.
That'’s the world’s gospel.

The Clash Between Gospels
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3) Jesus has a fundamentalifferentGospel than the Pharisees, than Pelagius, and tharmtie
world. At this one foundational point, the two gospeiliide.

a)

b)

c)

d)

When the Pharisees asked the disciples the scorrdatiqn, “Why is he eating with bad
people,” Jesus answered, verse 17, “Those who are wellrimaneed of a physician, but those
who are sick. | came not to call the righteous, butesis.”

Of course, Jesus is not telling the Pharisees thati@y need him because they are righteous
and healthy. Actually, he’s doing just the opposite. Heddly rebuking them and correcting
their foolishness.

If the question is: “Why does Jesus eat with sinners@’afswer is:Who else is there to eat
with? Who would you rather him eat with, Pharis€es?

The Pharisees had a fundamentally flawed assumptaut #temselves, and about the world.?
Their gospel (thevorld’s gospel says that there is such a thing asa-sinner Therefore they
can divide up the world between sinners and non-sinnererdiag to their gospel, if Jesus
really was who he said he was he would want to go anditrathem becaustheywere
obviously part of th@on-sinnerqafter all, they were so religious).

Jesus’ Gospel (and the Bible’s teaching on sin and humanity)

4) Here’s what the Bible says:

a)

b)

God created us free. He created Adam and Eve in the Gasdaur first parents and as the

head of our human race. They would represent the evbirled. God gave them to them a clean

slate and a clean heart. Then God gave them a commatichtAnoment, they could choose to
do what God said, to live in submission to God, or to digdl@ and rebel against him.

i) You know what happened. They choose the latter. Theysehiebellion and disobedience
when they ate from the Tree.

i) Because Adam was, is, both qalnysical father(we all literally descended from him) and
because he is ovepresentative heaflGod designated him as the head of the human race
such that what he did would be counted to us), therefbem e fell, we fell.

i) Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin came into the wordith one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men beausieaned”

(1) Sin came into the world through one man: Adsvihen Adam sinned, we all sinned.
And when death came to Adam, sin and death came to udlas we

(2) Sin and death came to the whole human race and noW evgarience it in its
fullness.

(3) Sin has taken root in every human’s heart. It's nottjst we sometimeso bad things,
it’s that we are now borwith sin actually in our hearts, ruling us, influencing us,
holding us under its sway. We are both slaves to anddawvién sin. We are no longer
free like Adam was, now we always choose sin over God.

iv) “Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin amd/ mother conceive me.” (Ps. 51:5)
David was saying that he wasn’t born as a good man. Hdera as a sinner and he’s been
sinning from the beginning. He’s saying that the corruptioAd#m has attended him from
birth. That describes all of mankind, myself included.

Paul describes the state of all mankind from Adam @tftrist, “None is righteous, no, not one;

no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have tasied; together they have become

worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
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c) The Pharisees didn’t believe it. (Many in the Christi@urch today don'’t believe it either.) In
their hearts, thaheywere righteous, that they understood, that they sougthf tGat they were
good.

d) And because they thought and felt that way, when theleld at people who were not like
them, they exalted themselves over those people arghattp labeled those others as the
world’s sinners.

5) One really really interesting thing about this story inrlvia that Jesus himself seems almost to use
this exact situation in another story that he tolaik@_18)

a) He says that one day, two men went to the temple o @ar@harisee and a publican (or a tax
collector).

b) The Phariseéstood by himselfbecause in his heart, he wastterthan the rest and he was a
good persortompared to everyone else. He even went so far asrio &ad saying, “God, |
thank you that | am not like other men, like ttaig collectorhere.”

c) But that tax collector stood far off, knowing he was urttwpto come before God, and he
simply prayed, “God be merciful to mesianet”

d) It's the same thing that happens in Mark 2, and it's thddmental clash between the
Pharisees’ gospel and Jesus’ Gospel. The one said, “Vbartkat | am not a sinner like him.”
And the other said, “I'm a sinner. I'm a sinner who sins.”

e) Jesus concludes by saying that the tax collector waisthighjustified whereas the Pharisee
was not. (Justified means being counted@#eousby God, before God, even though you're
still a sinner.)

f) How interesting thathe onewho thanked God that he was so righteous was not coedider
righteous, and that the one who confessed thatalsa’t righteoughenbecameighteous.

g) That’s the difference between our Gospel and theeesystem of the worldDnly in coming
face to face with ourwretched unrighteousnesso we gloriously become righteous through
Jesus.

h) If you want to maintain your righteousness on your own, from bith, in your life, in your
activities, in your own strength, then you will not know therighteousness of God.

6) All mankind is corrupt. If you are a living human being,ithmtil Jesus Christ gives you the gift of
new life, you have a desire in your heart to rebelregg@bod. We have sin in our hearts that will
lead us to commit a lifetime of sins against God.

a) We will not love the Lord our God, nor worship him alowée will sin because we are sinners.

b) On our own, we’re going to proceed farther and fardveayfrom God as opposed to drawing
nearer to him. In short, we're hopelessly lost and degka

c) At all times, at any given moment, what the world des&is God’s punishment, instant death,
and condemnation.

Application

7) Do you know thdrue storyof the tower of Siloam? (It really happened.)

a) The tower of Siloam was probably a look-out tower guard tower along the city wall of
Jerusalem, somewhere near the pool of Siloam. Tragtba tower fell and killed 18 people
(possibly injuring many more).This was a very great and rnalkbd about tragedy.

b) Soon after the tower fell, Jesus’ disciples werergskim why these kinds of things happened
to people. Jesus’ answer to his disciples \BE&WARE, this is life-changing], “Do you think
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that they were worse offenders than all the othexs wkd in Jerusalem? No, | tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish

c) Jesus says, first of all, that they are not wofsendershan the rest of Jerusalem. He doesn't
say innocent. He calls them all offenders. All oludalem were akqual offenderbefore God.

d) Then he says, “Unless you repent, you will all likewpseish.” In the same manner thaey
died, we willall die unless we repent.

e) His disciples were saying, “Jesus, weren’t those good ee&uhy did God do that to them?”
And | say, “God, why did that have to happen to this per¥8hyp did this sickness have to
come? Why did this tragedy have to happen?”

f) Jesus says, “Ryan, you are asking me the wrong quesbanshould be asking, me instead,
‘God, why didn’t the tower fall on me? Why wasn’t | sflarxg under the tower that day?”

i) Jesus isn't saying that those 18 people were being punishaththbécause they had
sinned against God and we're especially bad sinners.

i) But hewassaying that that would have been just punishment for thesrioarall of
Jerusalem, and for us!

i) All of us deservesuch a display of God’s eternal wrath, and we’ll gelesus says, unless
we repent and trust in him to reconcile us to the Father.

g) When people ask me the question, “Why do bad things hapgmotopeople?” | just ask them
right back, “Why do good things happen to bad people? Expldi¥i tha

h) Because that’s reality. Every minute of every hourjlaom good things are happening around
the world to a million bad people. We all deserve crushingrgwee’re all (apart from God
intervening) living in rebellion against God. Yet, he counés to send good things our way.

i) How is it that | was born with a sinful heart, deniesl hituth, and suppressed the knowledge of
him, and yet I've seen more rainbows then | can cdhat,| have stood at the mouth of the
Grand Canyon and struggled to find my breath? How is it dlakatyt | love God, know God,
and he calls me his s@n

]) See, the teaching of original sin (this teaching of the Blidé since Adam we’re all born into
corruption and in rebellion against Ga)ablesne to see that every little good thing in my
life is an underserved gift of God’s grace. If | desehestower falling and | get a good
evening of fellowship with my friends, that’s grace! Farylion little gifts of grace everyday
that | do not deserve, and thainly have because Jesus Christ secured the grace of Gmal
my behalf on his cross are given to me by my Father.

i) The sun warms my cold face because of the crosssasJXChrist.
i) My house protects me from winds and rain because afrtss of Jesus Christ.

k) O what a worthless gospel the Pharisees believed. 8Miatthless gospel the world loves.
What a worthless gospel so many in the church live oukitly that Jesus is just a Band-Aid
who heals a little cut on their otherwise healthy hear

8) Instead, we embrace the truth that God created AdainiEae with the ability to obey him but that
they subsequentiwinedthemselves (and all of their descendants) when thejledbeéve

embrace that all mankind is born into that slaveryriaasd rebellion against God. We also

embrace the glorious truth that Jesus Christ can dhtbvgive us our rebellion, reconcile us to

God, and restore to us a heart willing and able to pléasar, and obey our God into eternity.

Preached by:

Ryan Haider

Hickory Hill Baptist Church
January 4, 2009
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