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Jesus Is Not Interested in Becoming Part of Your Lifeark\V2:18-22
Series: Look and Live}

There’s a song called “All or Nothing” where a man imdavith a woman is telling her that he
is tired of her havingome love for himndsome love foanother man at the same time. He says, |
wantall of your affections. “I don't care if that’s not fairaGse | want iall, ornothing atall...” In a
powerful way, that song echoes Christ’s words to his €hut is staggerinpow many times God is
pictured as a jealous husband demanding the affectidns wife. God says, “No | will not share you!
No you cannot love another.” Heirchasedis; he redeemed us; we belong completely to him. If God
liked country music, he might just sing this song to us totlayant it all, or nothing at all!” Jesus is
not interested in beingart of your life. Reading of Mark 2:18-22.

Probablythis story took place while Jesus was still at Levi's ledusm the last story, still at
this big dinner party with all the tax collectors and sisnévhile Jesus is having this feasting party,
two other groups that many Israelites considered “vergioeis” were fasting (choosing to abstain
from food).

Fasting means deciding to give up food and to keep something/renibody which it needs.
God designed it to be a sign of mourning. The only time Gldd$cael they were supposed to fast
was on the Day of Atonement as a wayrtourn and lamerthe sin in their lives. We don’t know why
the men of John the Baptist and the Pharisees weliastillg that day. There are some good guesses
but they're just that. Either way it was a sign afuming and sorrow.

But some people come to Jesus in verse 18, presumablyhghsestill feasting at Levi's table,
and they say, “If you're so religious, then why are@ti fasting tooTheyare giving up food! They
are mourning for sin. And here you are, feasting!”

Structure of sermarfirst we’re going to try to understand the three amswigat Jesus gives in
the form of parables; second we’ll consider what Jesisssaying and how that answers their
guestion; finally we’ll consider what all of thateansand how it changes our lives?

First, what are these three parables all about? wedding, a clothing patch, and wine. Jesus asks,
“Can the wedding guestast, literally that would begroomsmerr groom’s attendants'while the
bridegroom is still with them? As long as they havelthgegroom with them, they cannot fast.”

In Jesus’ day, weddings were the highest moment ahjtlye life of a community. The
wedding ceremony and the honeymoon celebratiere held at the groom’s house. The new couple
didn’t leave for a honeymoon; they and all their gusttged at the groom’s home celebrating,
sometimes for an entire week. The groomsmen wereairgelof keeping the festivities going. This
was such an important and joyous task that the Rabbidlgateelared the groomsmen exempt from
any religious duties that would take away from the jothefcelebration. What a horrible thing it
would be for the groomsmen fastwhile they were supposed to be leading this celebratigoyof

Perhaps Jesus did not make this little saying up but ratisensgiag an old saying to make the
point: as inappropriate as fasting at a wedding is, so rsusJdisciples are in a situation were
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mourning would be entirely inappropriate because this isadinpy. (There will be a time coming
when they will mourn and express that by fasting. Jesus is going toelneatalay from them (which
implies violence). That will be an appropriate time for them todagtmourn, but not noyv.

Now the second and third parable. “You don’t takeaushrunkpiece of cloth and use it to
patch an already shrunk garment, and you don’t put new mviald wineskins.”

In 1* century Palestine, before fabrics were used they seeto a fulleto be treated and pre-
shrunk. If you sewed a non-treated patch of cloth on lgasband’s blue-jeans, the second he sweats
or gets caught in the rain thaatchis going to shrivel up like a raisin and make the origindg nmrse
than when you starte@he point is: newcloth doesn’t go withold cloth!

The same thing is true of the wineskins. They didn't lgni&ine glass bottles to hold their
wine. Instead they used animal hides to lug around their dfimk.worked great at first because the
skins were so pliable. Unfortunately though as the skinsadeveather from the sun they get rock
hard and filled with little cracks. If you were to takeeaf those dry, cracked skins and put what the
Israelites calleshew winein it, you'd have problems. New wine is not done fertimgn As it ferments,
it releases gases and builds up pressure. After a dean dry cracked skins, those old skins blow
up and the new wine is going to be wasted on the grdim&point: newwine doesn’t go withold
wine skins!

Second, what was Jesusaying here and how does this answer the question, “Why aren’t your
disciples fasting Jesus?”

So mourning doesn’t go with weddings, new cloth doesn’t go Wdthamd new wine doesn’t
go with old wineskins. So what? Don’t you think the pedglsus was answering already knew those
things? They’'d probably heattese exact sayings before. Jesus, winetilly your answer? What are
you sayingJesus?

He’s telling them that when the disciples of Jdsersamehe disciples of Jesus, they entered in
to somethinghew They entered into something so radically new thaty¢vieg they usedo do has
now become old and obsolete. It would be inapprop(atd it just wouldn'twork) to go back to the
old waynow that they've entered into the new.

Jesus has beamnouncinghis new situation since verse 14 of chapter gmeKingdom of
God has comelesustiscipleshave entered into that Kingdom of God. They have entetediinew
reality, and these three parables are revealing thiag tmdquirers.

Think about it like thisl go to the office bright and early on Monday mornirkg lalways.

And, at my office, we have meetings first thing tokkadf the week. This morning, | walk into the
meeting and | always sit betwedoeandAndy There’s Andy sitting in his usual spot, so | plop
myself down, grab a doughnut and a cup of coffee and waihdomeeting. When the meeting is
getting ready to start, | noticep Joe!Joe’s seat is empty. And then, in walks Joe at the &if the
meeting. Instead of sitting next to me wheraleayssits, he goes to the head of the table, opens his
brief case and says, “Okay folks, let’s get startedrtiasning!” Well I'm perplexed. Where is the

boss, and what in the world does Joe think he’s doimggnl over to my friend Andy and whisper,
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“Psst, why isn’'t Joe sitting next to me? What in thelevaa he doing?” Andy says, “Oh, you didn’t
hear? Joe got a promotion. He’s our new boss.”

The reason | was confused is because | didn’t rediagesbmething new had happened. Joe
was no longer a regular employee like me, he was noegs It wouldn’'t have made any sefmeloe
to walk in and sit next to me like he had always dondy grdoughnut and shoot the breeze. He was
now the boss. It was no longer appropriate for him tdilkkche was an employee just like me.

That’'s why the people in verse 18 who ask the questioccafesed, they don’t understand
why the disciples are doing what they're doing. Theycardusedoecause they don’t know that
something has happened, something has chamiiethe disciples, and now it would be all wrong for
the disciples to live their lives like they used to fasang mourning.

Now we need to think a bit further about whappened to the disciples. They didn’t get a
promotion. They entered into the Kingdom of God that Jesissannouncing. What exactly does
“Kingdom of God” refer to?

Think about that time in the future when Jesus Chrigtesoback. When Jesus cormaskhe’s
coming as the glorified, Risen Savior, surrounded with igebc armies. He will set up his great
throne of Judgment on the earth, and the inhabitantsedréh’s history will be put on trial and have
their lives examined.

Since everyone is descended from Adam and Eve, ab&ijuilty of despising God, rejecting
God, and rebelling against him. He will pass an eterna¢sea of wrath and condemnation on each
one and consign them to an eternitydiell. But for a small portion of those men and women, even
though they too were descended from Adam andélaelled against God, yet he will see, not their sin
and rebellion, but Jesus’ perfect sacrifice in theacel Instead of being filled with wrafr their sins,
God will be filled withdelightfor Jesus’ perfect obedience whichdaveto those few who trusted
everyday that he was their one and only hope for redemgioseGod will consign to an eternity in
the paradise of his presence.

That paradise is the full expression of the Kingdom od.Gits called thenew earth After the
Judgment, God will createreew heaven and a new eartteaven will reach down to earth such that
there will be eheaven-on-eartifakin to the Garden of Eden). It will be filled wittne light of God’s
presence and the joy of knowing him. There will be nosteamourning or pain or want. Those who
were redeemed by Jesus Christhiis life will live with him in eternal joyin that life

Jesus will be the God-King and the redeemed will worshmp &erve him, love him, and enjoy
him forever. For the inhabitants of the new earthysihbe dead! Death will be dead. There will be
no disobedience in their hearts whatsoever. Thaeikingdom of God. What Jesus is saying
in Mark 2 is thathose who became his disciples entered in tloat Kingdom of God right then and
there.

But, “How can that be? The disciples we’'re stillrtier hey were still there in the flesh and

blood. They certainly were not living in the new eaBbhow can you say they entered into the
Kingdom of Go@”
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Well the full idea of salvation and redemption means @Gestroys and punishes everything
that sinned, that belong to sin, and that was corrupteleblyall. He then creates anew a people and a
place for himself to live in that eternal blessed fg8bip we just described.

Here’s what I'm suggesting: when Jesus calls a persoectonte his disciple, God causes that
person to béorn-again (1 Peter 1:3) Physically they're still the same per¥dhen | was born-again,
my physical body stayed the exact same.diritually the person | was from birth, the person | was
for 19 years, died. Then | was born a second time. éb#as is a divine work of God.) | was a new
person. God gave menaw heart Spiritually, | wasrecreated

My physical body still to this day has to die. | stilvkao receive my new resurrection body
after the Day of Judgment on the day of Glorificati®a.physically | still belong to this old world and
have a body of this world, a body influenced by and undegpuheshment of sin. Bugpiritually | have
received a new person that belongs to the new eatthe teternal Kingdom of God! This new self is
not under the effects of sin. This is the new heamrmer beingthat | need and that | am going to have
for therest of eternityl’'m never going to be spirituallebornagain! Even when God destroys the
heavens and the earth and creates a new heaven anceartigwhis new spirit, this new heart that he
has already given me, will inhabit my new body and livénwitm forever.

Even if I'm not there physically, I'm spiritualiy the Kingdom of God. I'm already
experiencing the fellowship with God, the joy of his presetite ability to please him, know him,
love him, and obey him that is going to characterizen#gyewith him. That’s what it mearts be
born-again.

There’s a visual illustration of this on the bulleiasert. Let's add one clarification to guard
against error or confusion. Although we are reborn spitustill we don’t experience the Kingdom
of God or live out our new hearts perfectly. That'saese we still have something spiritually today
that we won't have spiritually after the Resurrectimdwelling sin.

So, that'swhat Jesus was saying to these folks who came asking humfabdisciples. They
didn’t understand thatesushad brought his new disciples into the Kingdom of God. dikeiples had
died to the world and been spiritually reborn. They wekeng why the disciples weren’t doing the
things they used to do when they belonged to the Kingddheoforld. Jesus is saying, “Because a
new reality has set in!” Like when Andy told me thae §ot a promotion. Something has happened to
them which now makes their old habits and practices diesdlbat something was entrance into
God'’s eternal Kingdom, ruled by Jesus Christ. The thingtsli®long to the formeara have now
become obsolete. Remember: mourning doesn’t go with weddiglgragons. New cloth and new
wine don’t go with theold. Jesus is saying that the new hearts the disciplesd@avt go with the old
ways, customs, and habits of this old sin-infested andigtad world.

Everything for the disciples has just changed! Theislivave just been completely
restructured, and nothing, not even fasting, will eveooiccever be the same.
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Third section: what does all of that mean in our lives today?

Have you heard of the religimyncretism?More like a form of religion, not a specific
religion.) It’s a religious word comparablenautt A “mutt” is a dog who isn’t from one particular
breed; she’s got all kinds of breeds in her backgroand she’s just one big combination of them all.
A syncretist (not actually a word, but someone who igioelsly syncretistic)is a religious mutt.

The Greeks were famous for being syncretistic. Theyalatifferent kinds of gods and
beliefs, and as the Greek empire spread, they jusihcedtto add new gods and to incorporate new
beliefs. Pretty soon they had the equivalent of altdiMuslim-Jewish-Christian. They took a few
practices from over here, a few beliefs from over¢hand a couple of religious rites from over there
and combined them all together into one new religion.

Most American Christians are probably actually CrarstiyncretistsWe were going about our
life with our habits, our job, and our relationships, \ad bur car, television, and friends, and at some
point we looked over and said, “Oh what the heck. Comea dasus. There’s plenty of room in here
for you! | can handle a few hours of church. | couldadiout a few things. Come on Jesus, come be
part of my life!” And we wrapped Jesus into our life. ThalyncretismHere’s what | learn from
JesusJesusisnot interested in being a part of your life. Jesus Chridboksour American syncretism
in the face with disdain and says, “Get thee behint me

That's exactly what these bystanders were expectitigeadisciples in our passage. Sure, they
knew the disciples were followers of Jesus, but thgeeted that they would continue most of their
habits, customs, and traditions as usual, except now thayi a few new things added into their lives
that had to do with Jesus. Isn’t tletactlywhat we have done? What does Jesus say about that? He
says, “Ha, that's worthless! That'’s foolishness! Thgtsg to be about as successful as carrying new
wine in old wine skins. It'll work for about two days unhe wine skin blows up all over you and
wastes all your efforts.” Wrapping Jesus and his waysyotr existing life is as futile as putting an
un-shrunk patch on an old pair of jeans.

Think about it: in chapter one, Jesus’ call to thée @lisciples wasn't, “Hey Simon and
Andrew, do you mind if | come out and join you? Do you mifridoecome a part of what you guys are
doing?” It was, “Leave your boats, leave your neydeyourfatherandworkers leave your lives and
follow me.” Jesus is not interesting in being a payafr life. He’s only interested in giving you a
completelynewlife.

There are going to be some who did this very thing, whibdthers and told ourselves that we
became “Christians”, that we were “born-again”, butialty all we did was invite Jesus to come and
be a part of what we were doing. We invited him to comedreof our lives, to add on some church
and some religious duties and Christian phrases. Prgbgttiat’'s you, you are not a Christian.
Probably you are still under the eternal wrath of Gemt. you the call of Jesus goes out this morning
just like it did to Levi, Simon, Andrew, James and Johwo/lthv me! Leaveall that you haveand
follow me! Live for me.” Turn from living for yourselfyém living for your own way as your own
Lord, andfollow andserve Jesysas True Lord of your lifeTrustthat he and he alone can reconcile
you to God through his Cross. Plead with him to give yau life, a new heart.
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For manyof us we really haventered spiritually into the eternal Kingdom of God. The
problem is, we have new hearts, we’ve been re-bornyeue still living our old life! Do you see how
incongruous that really is? It doesn’t make any sensdiké’'sve are mourning even though our
bridegroom is with us.

What has happened to us is as drastic as me takingaweose else’s body. Have you ever
seen that Disney movie “Freaky Friday’? For someaeas mom and her feisty teenage daughter
mysteriously trade bodies. Mom wakes up in daughter’s bed 8l has all of her memories, all of
her mental abilities, desires, likes, and halekgeptmom is now trapped in a teenage body (vice verse
for the teenager trapped in mom’s adult body).

Since the mom was in the daughter’s body, she hgd to school, play in the sports, and do
everything that the daughter did. But now she was doing #ilosk thingsis amiddle-aged adult
woman.

If you can excuse the corniness of the illustratioat shreally something of what has happened
to us. We have our old bodies, but we are not the pansent We have been born-again. In these
bodies, we still have to do many of the same thingdid/&efore (although not all for sure) and yet we
do them as our new self would do them, as someone &itlgdom of God would do them, as
someone living to please Christ and serve Christ andri@hrist would do them, not as our old self
did them.

Being born-again changes everythitigdloesn’t changéhat we work, it might not change
wherewe work, but O how it changes everything about Reewvork. It might not change who we
have relationshipwith, but it changes everythirabout why and howe have relationshipsith them.
It will not change whave’re married to, but it will change everythiagout how we’re married to
them. I've just mentioned the really big things in oued, but often where we fail to see the change is
in the more regular, mundane parts of our lives.

If being born-again is essentially receiving a new pgrdzen being born-again should even
change the way that we drive our cars. The wayizeaitof this old world (with its old passions) drives
a car is certainly different from the way a new pardmelonging to the Kingdom of God,
fellowshipping with him, living in his joy, living to please himijll drive that same car. It even
changes how we watch our favorite football team, a@archeck out in line at the grocery store, what
we do with our annual raise from work, and how we respomdir boss’ email.

It's just flat out wrong and inappropriate for me to livg life like | always did, just like it
would have been so inappropriate for the disciples of Jeswlsjust like it would be inappropriate for
the groomsmen to be fasting when they should be joydestyng in celebration). If | do anything
today with the same motive, the same attitude, andatine fiope as | did ten years ago betoel
caused me to be born-again, then something is wrong réf thany area of my life, from playing
games to hosting barbeques to putting on make-up, if tharey aspect of my life that has not been
altered, | am denying the reality of what Christ has domee.

As you look around and scan your life and consider whag iken your life that has not
changed at all since you were born-again, as you arevb&bnedat the vast size of this list, you have
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to ask yourself the question: does this mean that | araateally born-again and following Christ but
that | just invited Jesus to be part of my life? (That waxplain why most of your life has not
changed, right?) Or have | as of yet simply fatle@pply the grace of God to my day, and have |
continued to hold on to those old ways of life while Ghaseven now calling me to follow him with
my wholelife? That’s an important question to answer.

One last time: if there is anything in my life, whetlt&ra relationship, a habit, a tradition, a
way of thinking, a motivation, if there is anythimgmy life that has not been chandedreceiving a
new heart, then something is wrong. | need to repentabirtimediately this morning and pray for
God’s grace to enable me to live out my new heartahphrticular area of my life. To live like | am
still part of the old perishing world, to have the exaateshabits and lifestyle and then to try and add
a little bit of Jesus, it doesn’'t work. The wineskindl aurst! The cloth will tear away! The
bridegroom will be offended.

Preached by:

Ryan Haider
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January 25, 2009
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