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Part Il, The Stiller of Storms — Mark 4:35-41
Series: Look and Livel8

This is part two of our sermon on Jesus and discigdleshRemember, in this story Jesus is
wiped out after a long day of ministry. He’s been boat just off shore teaching crowds of people all
day. Now he tells the disciples that they are goingrass to the other side of the lake. They set out at
sundown, but somewhere along the way a massive wind-steept across the lake.

The disciples are terrified because this is a powstéum. The waves are crashing so hard that
they decide they are going to sink in the middle of tke.ltn their panic, they turn around to see
Jesus, only to find him sleeping at the stern of the. 6o of the disciples rebukes Jesus saying,
“Teacher, don'’t you care that we’re perishing.” Jesus wgkand rebuked the storms; everything
immediately calmed and submitted to his powerful WordnTheedirected his attention to the
disciples aherebukedthemfor their lack of faith. “Have | been with you all hiime, and have you
still no faith? Why are you so afraid?”

Read Mark 4:35-41.

In Part | we focused on what Mark was teaching us abgusJ&his time we’re going to look
at what Mark teaches us about our discipleship. Discidaskians following Jesus. Every time Mark
shows us Jesus, he’s simultaneously showing us how swgpsed tdollow Jesus.

Look at verse 40 and let’s note why precisely Jesuskesthe disciples. It certainly wasn't for
waking him upActually, the rebuke says, “Why are you acting so cdiyaor with suchfear? Have
you still no faith?” He rebukes them because they wokeulpinm panic and fear. They have no faith.
That'’s the problem.

In my mind, the closest synonym for faith in Englistitrust”. The disciples were lacking
trust. Their problem wasn't an intellectual one. No, it waack of trust that created their panic, and it
was a lack of trust which made Jesus rebuke them. And obyileeisheans that they still have tnost
in him! So the big problem is that they don't trust Jesus. Thay ttast JesustVord They
don't trust Jesustare And they don't trust Jesupurpose

Now we are disciples of Jesus just like these meneibbat. And although we haven't been
with Jesus physically in the flesh, Wwaveseen his miracles through the eyes of faith as weaedd
study his Word. So Jesus Christ expectsdamandshe same trust from us as he did from them

In the “storms” of our life and in our everyday routidesus expects ts trust him just as he
did the disciples in the boat. Mark shows us at lase specific ways Jesus expected the disciples to
trust him in this story. So there are at least threeisp&ays that Jesus demandastrust him from
this story as well.

Number one, Christ expects us to trust his Word.

What did the disciples say to Jesus in verse 387 ‘@\B/ing!” But in verse 35, Jesus “said to
them, Let us go to the other side’” There’s the problem: Jesus said they were going totther side,
but they said they weren’t going to make it. They didinist Jesus’ Word.
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We can’t be sure why they didn't trust his Word. Perlibpg thought Jesus didn’t see this
coming when he made up his plans to cross the lake. Nermattat was missing in the disciples was
the rock-solid trust that Jesus’ Word is God’s Word, thatearth and universe can pass away, but
every period and exclamation point from Jesus’ moutstoome to pass. That's what Jesus expected
the disciples to feel. Their panic proved that they didatte this kind of trust and assurance at all.

When God says, “This will come to pass,” and we panicsary, “Oh, | don’t know if this is
going to work,” we're in the boat with the discipld®®/ing our lack of trust in his Word. The disciple
of Jesus Christ should be like Abraham. When God comdethAbraham to sacrifice the son God had
promised to make into a great nation, Abraham obeyedbdged because to Abraham, God
resurrecting his son from the dead and fulfilling his prosiisehim was a more sure possibility than
God not keeping his Word. He was sureGod’s Word could never fail that he was willing to obey
even unto deatihat’'sa disciple of Christ!

In this story, Mark has just showed us several trutbsitadur Master. He is not just an
everyday kind of guy, he is God sitting in that boatpagglishing our righteousness, with the Word of
God in his mouth, and the ability to control life’s cinestances and dangers. That's our Master. His
Word is as firm as the foundations of the earth.

Mark wants us téearnthat truth and then ask ourselves, what is themayilife today that is
inconsistent with who Jesus is? What is there in yiteithat treats the Word of Christ as if it weretjus
the word of a friend instead of the word of your all-powkeliing? What is there in your life this
moment that doesn’t get that it is a universal impodgsiltilat one word from the mouth of Christ
should fail? Is there something in your life that youaeeled, Beyond the help of ChriatDid you
know that Christ said, “All authority in heaven andearth has been given to me”? Thinking your
marriage is hopeless is the exact same as the panidetsus rebuked in the boat. Both marital
hopelessness and storm-generated panic are instancedrafting Jesus’ Word.

Or is their deep loneliness or abandonment in your Die?/ou know that Christ said,
“Behold, | am with you always, to the end of the agetihDthink that might be true or that it's
probably true. If you're a disciple of Christ, consitlas promise as more sure than the universe itself.

His Word isour reality. We don’t speculate whether his Word wilineotrue based on what
we're currently experiencing. We speculate about whaeveairrently experiencing based on the
suretyof his Word.

So the disciple trusShrist’'s Word. It sounds so foolish to see the discipésthey're
perishing, yet there are many equally foolish things iniges lwhere we betray our doubt in Christ’s
Word. Christ’'s Word hasever failed a single person in the history of the Univdisés certainly not
going to fail us now. Disciplef Christ,trust his Word

Number two, Jesus demands we trust hisare.

The disciples didn’t trust Jesusare The disciples roused Jesus in their panic and said,
“Teacher,do you not car¢hat we are perishing?” What could they have said tbatdvhave proven
their lack of faith more than thi€® you not care?
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What a thing to satp Jesus! There are three truths that make this statemergliemably
wrong.

1. His presence in that boat was because he was pursumgaugness on their behalf so that he
could then give it to them because they had no rightesssf their own. He was thesaving
their eternal souls by giving his own self, and they $agn’t you care about our lives?”

2. Theirpresence in the boat with Jesus was only by his grdes. didn’'t choose him. He chose
them by his grace. He set his grace upon them and gracgavsyg them to be his disciples.

3. John tells us that Jesus’ presence in this world withibespdes is the last and final definition
of sacrificial love. So while he’s there in their siidjiving love a whole new depth of
meaning, they ask him, “Don’t you care for us?”

Do you see how easy it was for the disciples toictl question the very fabric of their
relationship with Jesus? They were asking, “Jesus,arsyre that your heart has a place for us and
that we're not just disposable income for you?” That®ithese life and death situations bring out of
a person. They bring out the worst of man’s heartiilxdase, the situation brought out of the heart’s
of the disciples that they still didn’t completddglieve that Jesus cared for them.

Of course, at another time and situation, the discipig$e sitting around with 5000 other
men and women to see Jesus take a few loaves of brédidlaand fed them all 5000 of them. When
he doeghat, their response is, “Oh he sure does care for us.” 88ban as their stomachs were empty
and their physical safety threatened, all the suddendhgre faith is in question and they have no
assurance about the heart of Christ toward them.

That isnotdiscipleship A disciple does not measure how much Jesus cares for hon
her by the circumstances in their life If you are in Christ, he has already tgttl that he cares
for you, that you are forgiven, and that everything hegsrinto your life is for your good! He said
that. A disciple does not call into question whet@brist cares for us because the circumstances of
our life get tough, painful, or otherwise. Measure how mesligl cares for you by whether you are his
disciple. If you are, then he expegtau to trust that he cares for you. Disciple of Chtrsist his care
for you trust him whether you feel his care or not.

Number three, Jesus expects us to trust his purposes.

Jesus dichottake on the flesh, spend himself to the point of coraehaustion, and call
twelve men to be his followers only to now just letthéie in the middle of the lake because he
wasn’'t paying attention. Goodness, is that how smalislgasto them? In their hearts and minds,
either Jesus had no big purpose for them, or he was pswésldring his purposes about. That’s the
essence of their lack of trust. That's what Jesus relibkes for.

Back in Mark 1:16-20, we learned that Jesus was bringing Gaagglom by calling men to
enter into a new disciple relationship with himselie Also learned that tlgwal of that relationship
was/is conformity to Jesus. Those are his very big platiparposes for his disciples. From the
beginning Jesus has been preaching this same messag@and follow Jesus, and he will make you
a member of God'’s eternal Kingdom, and he will teach ymlteain you and use your circumstances
to make you like himselhply, righteous, and spotless serve and love God in his Kingdom forever).
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Now the disciples in the boat think he’s going to givelat up and just let them drown. They didn’t
trust Jesus’ big, powerful purposes for them.

Are we any different? We typically are not convinoédesus’ big, powerful purposes for us
either. Jesus calls us to follow him because he intentansform us into his image. So Jesus says, “I
will conform you to my image by bringing various trialsrdghips, and successes into your life.” Then
we say in the midst of those very trials, “God, notlgegd could possibly come out of this situation.”
That'’s calling into question Jesus’ purposes for us.

Every time we’re in the middle of a situation andase@sider it worthless, purposeless, or a
waste, that’s a failure to trust the purposes of Jesusa Bisciple of Christ, there’s no such thing as an
accidental circumstance and there’s no such thing astedife situation.

lllustration sending the bulletin.

When | get so frustrated, I'm not trusting Jesus’ purp@sese. I'm not trusting that every
situation, circumstance, trial, accident, tragedy, areh @very success are examples of Jesus bringing
things into my life for my good as conforming me intoimage. Nothing is wasted. And if my agenda
is Jesus’ agenda, there’s no reason for frustration.

Never mind whether we see the purpose in this circuestanthat one. So what if we don’t!
Jesus does! He willwaysmake your situation effective in your life to bring ymtio his Kingdom
transformed into his image. Not one pain, not a knee-scnap@, stubbed toe, not an overdrawn
checking accountothingin your life is a waste. He’s that big of a God, and fwodof a Savior!
Trust him. Trust his Word. Trust his care. And trust his lmgeeseign, good purposes for you in your
life.
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