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Loving Your Family With the Gospel — Mark 5:1-20
Series: Look and Live¥9
There are two main things that Mark reveals to us Matk20: (1) the nature of spiritual
oppression, and (2) the nature of the call of Jesus.

1. The nature of spiritual oppression

I’'m sure the disciples were ecstatic to finally feett on land after that tumultuous storm on the
lake. No sooner than they got off the boat though, tinejythemselves in another situation. A crazy
man comes running right up to Jesus. Mark tells us that #@nishad given up all normal living and
was actually sleeping and living in some sort of grave.yael also learn that this man was incredibly
strong andwicked. During his free time he walked around hurting and cutting himsel

Jesusmmediately perceived that this crazy guy was demon-possessed. Wiseskdnd the
demon his name, Jesus learns that this man was npbgsgssed, he was under the controhdfiple
demons. I(egion is a Roman term that designated a battalion of 6,00@esslof war.)

Upon Jesus’ command to come out of the man, the deasiedgl Jesus for mercy. It's the only
instance in the entire Bible (that I'm aware of) whéesus seems to have mercy on demons. They
don’t want to be banished to a desolate place of tortarthey ask for permission to possess a nearby
grazing herd of pigs. Jesus acquiesces. At that, the dgrosasss the pigs, and the result is that the
whole herd of pigs runs down a hill and drowns in theanc&verybody was fairly terrified and upset
about all of this. But most amazing of all, as Jesus @agtthe demons from this lost man, he is
instantaneously restored, set back to normal, and setaurse of discipleship with Jesus.

a. This story tells us so much about what spiritual oppragsiovhat it’s like, and how it
happens. We’re going to note four things we learn fromtéxisabout theature of such
oppression

b. Number one, demons, Satan, and evil spirits are nelgbarsonal.

i. According to a recent Barna survey, 35% of surveyed AraerChristians said they
believed that Satan was real. Many said that “Satas’ asname for an impersonal
generic force of evil and not a person. That'’s sillg anbiblical.

il. Satan and his spirit-army are real. They are persomhhave names and identities.

iii. They have thoughts, intentions, and purposes.

iv. This is the realm of our battle. We aren’t fighting baekis in people’s brains.
We're fighting evil, wicked spirits influencing, cohabitagjrand inhabiting the
unbelieving world, set on destroying Christ and minimizing hrgdom.

c. Number two, we learn that theeel spirits can possess or have dominion over a person.

i. They can essentially take over a man or woman.

il. This man was actually under the controlling influence ofaies.

iii. They led him to hurt and damage himself. They gaveshpar-human strength.
They even controlled his words and voice. He was underdbminion in every.
iv. We get proof of their control when Jesus casts theayamd the man is
immediately healthy and in his right mind. They were altety controlling him.
v. The Bible uses the womgbssession (i.e. a demon-possessed man). That seems to be
a way of saying that a person is futigntrolled and influenced by a present demon.
d. Third, we can also see in this story what a demon naiglib a person.
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iv.

The demonic influence and control over him leads him to idtthings: isolate
himself, associate with evil, and even self-destruct.

Isolation: God made us social creatures. We are social and weaoeedntability
from one another. Satan and his minions try to destrogledy leading people
away from good society and healthy relationships and intotisslaand loneliness.
Associate with evil: Did you notice that everything in this story is “uncleaidésus
goes to an unclean land to an unclean place to meet Eranmian with an unclean
spirit which he then drives into unclean animals. Uaclis a term from the Old
Testament that refers to anything God forbade his peoptedssociating with.
These demons led him to participate in things that God hhaldtan.
Self-destruct: Demons are hell-bent on getting man to self-destruett firight
mean physical pain, drugs, alcohol, promiscuity in sex, @eleven suicide.

e. The single most important thing we learn here is agttlais: demonic oppression is
related to our fallen condition, and Christ has absdduithority anadan have absolute
victory.

Vi.

Vil.
Viii.

Xi.

| don’t think most people understand that in the Gospelaglrzontrolled by
demons is related to being lost, fallen, and a sinneré&od.

Paul says thatvery unbeliever outside the Kingdom of God is a follower ob8at
Everyone who does not yet belong to Christ still beldogSatan and follows his
general course and lead. (Eph. 2) The reason every poaothat is because they
individually are living lives of rebellion against God.

So this demonic oppression here is simply an extremeookitvg of that. It’s like
taking a normal lost person and their general courséeafhich is following the
ways of Satan and then juestacerbating that or taking that to the worst extreme.
Therefore, the “fix” for demon oppression and influencgogg to be similar to the
“fix” for any old lost person who is rebelling against Gaal following the course
of the prince of this world. The fix is not magical. ¥don't need special water,
wooden crosses, words or incantations. In fact, the Bibbedsthose things as
mystical sorcery.

No, our hope is not igoecial objects or words. Our hope is in Christ and his
Gospel!

A person possessed by a demon is a lost person who hasulbeeitting to their
fallen passions and desires to the point now of totahsssion and obedience to
evil (in this case, an evil spirit). The egirit is now their lord. They are following
itslead,itsword, its desires. Basically, they have as their god a demon.

Christ needs to replace the demon as Lord and God gfe¢hsan’s life.

Praise God, Jesus is able and willing to powerfully fre®a, like this man, from
following and serving evil and bring him to follow and servei§thrimself.

And that’s exactly what he did for the man in this gt@hrist essentiallyeplaced
the demons as the god of this man with himself.

The demons are expelled and the man is won as a dis€iBlerist, all by the
power of Christ’s Word. With that, the man is nowo#oiwer of Jesus. (See also
Matthew 12.)

Here’s the gist of all this: Satan and demongeakandliteral and they're here.
And the Bible never once permits us to fight them witdgioal ideas and practices.
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xil. Let’s be a church that acknowledges and remembers iistierece. Let’s always
keep in mind that since control of demons is a matté&llein spiritual rebellion, the
answer and hope is really simple and it's something we twoffer: the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

xiii. That’s how a demon-oppressed person is healed. That's ld®mon-possession is
broken.

xiv. Christ comes to that persaawe proclaim the Gospel to them, he frees them from
their bondage and obedience to evil and he draws thermszhiand makes them
an adopted follower of himself.

2. We also said that Mark was revealing to us in this steynature of the call of Jesus.

a. After the people are terrified by the 2000 dead pigs, theynathimously ask Jesus to
leave.

b. Understandably, this man who is now saved begs Jesetshionl go with him.

c. Jesus tells him, No, “go home to your friends and tell them much the Lord has done for
you, and how he has had mercy on you.” Go home to youynigpaad tell them all!

d. There’s so much significance in Jesus looking at ttasdnew disciple and saying, “No,
you cannot come with me. You need to go back to your faanidlylove me there, be my
disciple there, in their midst. No, you can’'t give upyonr old relationships. No, you can'’t
just abandon your friends and family. Go back and chdmgeature of your relationships,
go back and love them by telling them and showing them videatbne for you in the
Gospel.”

e. So what does that mean to us?

I. It means that it is very possiltleat God has drawn you to himself, not so that you

would forsake everything in your current life and starbadr. It's probably that the
Gospel coming to you means Christ would have you staywibhare you are, but
now to have your life completely restructured and reteie.

il. Christ would have you stay and reorganize your life soyiat friendships are now
about pursuing Christ together and serving the communitytivthove of Christ.

iii. It means that he would have you see your current re$dtips, current location, and
current job as God'’s plan for spreading his Kingdorttose places and
relationships through you!

3. Closing challenge:

a. If you are part of an unbelieving family (or workplace reridship) consider that God is
extending his Kingdono those places, and he has started with you. He is purposing to do
it through you.

b. And therefore number two, feel some sense of respansibit your family, friends, and
coworkers who are not living in repentance and seeking Gad¢ggdom. Take some
responsibility for them. God gave you that relationshigp tsen he gave you the Gospel.
He has providentially purposed to take the Gogptose people through you. Swe
your family, love your best friend, love your cubicle matith the Gospel of Christ!
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