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PART Il - Loving Your Family With the Gospel — Mark 5:1-20
Series: Look and Live28

[llustration When | was saved my sophomore year in college, | ekt on all my old
relationships (because they were built on doing thimgsd no longer would do), and | began
replacing them with new Christian friendships. Althoulgbse old relationships can and should
change when you are converted, | want to suggest thougmyhexperiencevas wrong. That’s what
we’re going to think about from Mark 5:1-20.
Read Mark 5:1-20.

Last week we walked through this story and paid parti@itantion to Jesus dealing with the
demons controlling this man. There was a legion of themtralling, influencing, and destroying this
man. But Jesus freed him from them all. At that pohetytasked Jesus if instead of being banished to
the desolate places, they could go to the nearby hgrid®fnstead. With that, some 2000 demon-
possessed pigs rushed into the sea and drowned.

This did not set well with the local people who prompdk Jesus to leave the area. At this
point now, this man whom Jesus just saved begs Jésigné go with you!” But Jesus tells him, No,
“go home to your friends and tell them how much thedllmas done for you, and how he has had
mercy on you.” “Friends” could also be translated “figinior even just “your people”. Go home to
your people, to your folks and tell them all. And thatlsat the man did.

I’m going to make four points from this text as we thibkat Jesus and his response to this
formerly demon-possessed man.

1) Thereis a call of Christ.

a) In our Christian culture, we assume that pastors arfdgmional missionaries are called, and
everybody can just go about life as usual and trytemdta local church.

b) But consider this story.

i) This man initially asks Jesus if he can be one ofdliswers. He wanted to hang out with
Jesus and go from place to place with him all the time.

i) That issimilar to the call to be a foreign missionary.

i) The reason I’'m making that connection is because theodhe mission field is a call to
give up what you know, to leave your current life, relaships, and job and to go to
another place to advance the Kingdom. If Jesus hageasiid this man, that's what it
would have been like for him.

iv) But of course, Jesus said no. “No, you can’t roam aroutidnae and be a traveling
missionary.”

v) But thatdidn’t mean that Jesus wasn’t calling him

vi) Jesus still had a particular Kingdom-advancing call far than; it just wasn't the foreign-
traveling-missionary-type call.

c) Becoming a Christian means Jesus calls us into adiseiple relationship with himself. (See
sermon on Mark 1:16-20.) Becoming a Christian sets a mawman on the course of
discipleship. It’s just like Jesus walked up to PeterAamdrew in the boat saying, “Men,
follow me. Become my disciples.” And they did. Ayolu didif you're a Christian. And this
man did too.
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2)

d)

So youhave that callingThe question is not whether you are called, the questipst where?

That call of Christ i@lwaysmissional.

a)

b)

d)

It's pretty obvious thamost of usre not called to be foreign or even domestic profaasio
missionaries, called to leave our lives and go start w&&s somewhere else for the cause of
Christ.

So, the call of Christ is not always to beesionary but, the call is always to lmissional

i) Here’s the gist of what it means to be “missional”.

i) Take alook at a foreign missionary. What does h&hedo once they arrive on whatever
field they've traveled to? Learn the language. Fanukathemselves with the culture. Find
ways of establishing many relationships. Begin to lovesande those new relationships in
a particularlyChrist-like, Christ-exalting wayBegin to communicate the Gospel in those
relationships in a way that is appropriate to that ériend to that culture. Continue this
process as some of those friends are converted amdid@pled, training them to do and
be the same.

i) Some in the church have started asking, “Hey, why dteasxe all that up to professional
missionaries? Isn't that really the task of therenihurch? Isn’t that essentially just the
Great Commission put into practice, and wasn’t that giwehe whole church?”

iv) So missional means adopting those practicesright herein the midst of our lives,

Missional means having a kind of missionary mindset in my current life-set-up and
circumstances.

The call of Jesus Christ might not be for you to Ineissionary, but if you're a Christian, the

call ismissional

When Jesus told the formerly demon-possessed man “@atiak only telling him that the

place of his ministry as a disciple was not tagging@hith Jesus but rather was back home.

He wasn't saying, “No, don’'t serve me as a missidisdiple.” He was just saying, “No, you

won't do that along with me, you’ll do that at hom&at's the place of your call. You need to

go homeand be missional!”

3) That missional call of Christ is always sacrificifihe call of Jesus on our livabvays means
sacrificeandhardship

a)

Consider which option would have been easier for this g@aing with Jesus as missionary
disciple or going home as a missional disciple?
i) Goingwith Jesus certainly would have been hard. It would have tmean

(1) living mostly outdoors

(2) unimaginably long hours of ministry

(3) constant danger from the Romans and from the Jewigiiored authorities

i) But think of the difficulties this man must have experezhwhen he went home.

(1) He obviouslyleft home for a reason. He was demon-possessed and selfetigstr

(2) He was mean and evil (they had tried to bind him).

(3) I'm guessing he wasn'’t his parents favorite son anymore.

(4) So going home, he would have to interact with people Weady had their minds
made up about him and wheere familiarwith all his former sins. Going to new places
would have brought a fresh start.

i) Sometimestayingor being a missional disciple at horigethe harder thing to do.
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4)

b)

C)
d)

e)

Summary If you leave and take the Gospel on the road, thdté&immense sufferings. If
you stayand bring the Gospel to your home (to your people whom yalidappointed and
aggravated and sinned against and who have hard feelings abcand/fractured
relationships) there will be immense sufferings thece

i) They probably won't stone you or eat you, but they migite you.

i) They might start talking about at family gatherings.

For a disciple of Christ there will always beffering

The call of Christ to benissionalis a call to forsake worldly comforts, to let loas& grip on
living perfectly comfortably, easy lives in this world,dato embrace the possibility that to be a
true follower of Christ, | might be disliked, made fuina&nd even scorned right here in
Hickory Hill.

It's a sacrificial call.

The call of Christ to be missionalwathin your current relationships.

a)
b)

C)

d)

9)
h)

)

Don’t become a Christian and so easily gipeon all your old relationships like | did.

Two clarifications:

i) I'm notsaying that those old relationships should be just like\thealways been!

i) Furthermore, I’'m not saying, Don’t make new relationships

Do those things, but dorétbandonall your relationships that are already established.tDon

abandon thentransformthem! That’'s what it means to be sacrificially nossil.

Remember what Jesus said? “No you can’t come wyou’ve got people! Go back to your

people!” Go back to them. Don’t abandon them. So you'vealgoGospel now, so now you're

a disciple of Christ, don't just abandon them to theibelief, go back home to them. Go back

to those relationships amstiow thenandtell themhow things have changed for you by the

grace of God.

He was telling him taransform those relationshig® they are all about advancing the Gospel

into that person’s life.

What a terrible waste it is when people are genuinatyerted and passionate for God, and

suddenly they disassociate from every lost person thewk

i) About one year into that person’s new Christian tifey’ll be an integrated part of a local
body with a host of Christian friends, working in amneork-place, and disassociated from
old friends and co-workers (and even family members).

i) Then one day at church, the Sunday School teacheenvi#aching on evangelism and
they’ll raise their hand saying, “I don’t know, evangelisnust sohard. | don’t really
knowunbelievers.”

i) Well of course you don't.

Can welearnfrom this story?

Maybe you’ve become a Christian, and maybe you're tihe@hrist-loving Christian in your

circle of friends. Or maybe you work at a place whete dd words are used, but Christ is

never one of them. Or maybe your family never had agdtaica passionate love for Jesus

Christ in their lives.

Whichever of the situations you fit into, let this stogg¢h us something huge: instead of

immediately separating ourselves from these relatioasmp jobs, let’'s consider that the call

of Jesus Christ on our lives is to iméssionalwithin this relationship.

Don’t abandon them bué&ke thermand begin tancarnate Christ to those people.

i) Incarnateand thencarnationmeans to put into the flesh.

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



i) God revealed himself in Jesus because in Jesusw&odut into flesh

i) Our call today is similar to that. Who is Jesus fornpepple? He’s a good teacher who
called people to love and forgive.

iv) The people in your life have no knowledge of a Christ wHaord, who is the eternal Son
of God, who took on the flesh to live a perfectly plegdife before the Father, who
willfully accepted the wrath of God for our sins and stdtl andlied under that wratlon
the Cross, only to completely overcome that sin irrdssirrection. Your coworkers don'’t
knowthat Jesus.

v) His call upon us now is to make hknownin those established relationships we have, and
within new relationships that we’re building.

vi) We make him known by incarnating him for people. That esyepresent Christ by our
actions, by our deeds, by our serving these people like @oidd serve them, by
forgiving them like Christ would forgive them, by crying wihem, laughing with them,
and just helping them. That's incarnating Christ to themaking him visible in that
relationship).

k) In the midst of that, we begin speak the words of the Gospel to them as vedliing them that

God calls all men everywhere to repent and believesnsl

[) That's what Christ has called us to do and be (missional

m) Look around. You've got 40 relationships already with peagie right now, are following the
course of Satan and headed to Hell. Don’t give up on theginBo incarnate Christ in those
relationships. Serve and love them as Christ, and begpedak the Gospel to them within that.

n) Soloveyour family, love your best friend, love your cubicle matith the Gospel of Christ!

Preached by:
Ryan Haider
Hickory Hill Baptist Church
May 3, 2009
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